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MATTHEW XXV. 31-46. 


MMMhen the Son of Man ſhall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
ſpall he fit upon the throne of his glory. And 
before him 14 be gathered all nations : And 
he ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as 
a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the goats. 
Aud he ſhall ſet the ſheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left. Then ſhall the 
King ſay unto them on hisright hand, Come, 
ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: For { was an-hungered and ye gave 
me meat: I was thirſty and ye gave me 
drink: I was a ſtranger and ye look me in: 
Naked and ye cloathed me: I was ſick and ye 
viſited me: I was in priſon and ye came unto 
me. Then ſhall the righteous anſwer him, 
ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we thee an- 
hungered and fed thee? or thirſty and gave 
thee drink * When ſaw we thee a ſtranger 
amd took thee in? or naked and cloathed 
thee? Or when ſaw we thee ſick or in priſon 
and came unto thee © And the King ſhall an- 
ſwer and ſay unto them, Verily 1 ſay unto 
ou, inaſmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have dong 
it unto me. Then ſhall he ſay unto them on 
the left hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, 
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into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels. For I was an-hungered, 
and ye gave me no meat: I was thirſty and 
ye gave me no drink: [ was a ſtranger and 
ye took me not in: Naked and ye cloathed me 
not: Sick and in priſon and ye viſited me not. 
Nien ſhall they alſo anſwer him, ſaying, 
Lord, when jaw we thee an-hungered, or 
a thirſt, or a ſtranger, or naked, or ſich, 
or in priſon, and did not miniſter unto thee? 
Then ſhall he anſwer them, ſaying, Verity 
T ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye did it not to 
one of the leaſt of theſe, ye didit not to me. 
And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 
puniſhment: but the righteous into life eter- 
nal. | 


————————— .... 


T is the intention of this diſcourſe, to ex- 
plain and confirm the ſenſe of this paſſage 
of ſcripture. And ſince ſcripture is the beſt 
interpreter of itſelf, we ſhall compare the va- 
rious repreſentations in the text, with the 
general tenor of the ſacred oracles. 

I. Our Lord here gives us a particular and 
lively repreſentation of the general judg- 
ment. When the Son of Man ſhall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then he ſhall ſit upon the throne of his 
glory. And before him ſhall be gathered all 
nations, &c.” This deſcription of the great. 
day reſembles that of ſeveral other irſpired 
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writers. Enoch alſo, the ſeventh from Adam, 
prophelied of it, ſaying. ** Behold the Lord 
cometh with ten thouſands of his ſaints to ex- 
ecute judgment upon all.” Solomon ſays, 
„God ſhall bring every work into judgment, 
with every ſecret thing, whether it be good, 
or whether it be evil.” The apoſtle Paul de- 
clares that God hath appointed a day, in the 
Which he will judge the world in righteouſ- 
neſs by that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all 
men, in that he hath raiſed him from the 
dead.“ We are told the fallen angels are 
„ reſerved in everlaſting chains under dark- 
neſs, unto the judgment of the great day.“ 
And the apoſtle John beheld in viſion this 
great, and glorious, and ſolemn ſcene. I. 
{aw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before 
God; and the books were opened ; and ano- 
ther book was opened, which is the book of 
life: And the dead were judged out of thoſe 
things which were written in the books ac- 
cording to their works.” Theſe declarations 
are too explicit to need any comment; they 
literally ſpeak the language of the text, and 
confirm the repreſentation it gives of the gen- 
eral judgment: Which is alſo agreeable to 
the nature and apprehenſions of mankind, as 
well as the character of the Deity, and the 
preſent diſpenſations of divine providence. 

It is, in the firſt place, perfectly conſonant 
to the nature of men as moral agents. They 
are endued with perception, reaſon, memo- 
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ry, conſcience, and all the powers and facul- 
ties which are requiſite to moral agency. 
And being moral agents, tliey are proper 
ſubjects of law and moral government. The 
Supreme Being therefore will treat them but 
according to their nature, to call them to an 
account for all the deeds done in the body, 
and give them a juſt recompenſe of reward. 
Hence every man carries in the very frame 
and conſtitution of his nature an irreſiſtible e- 
vidence of a future judgment. 

Accordingly, this is agreeable to the natur- 
al apprehenſions of mankind. As they are ſen- 


ſible they lie open and naked to the view of 
the omniſcient God, ſo they naturally expect 


he will call them'to an account for all the in- 
ward motions and exerciſes of their hearts, 


as well as outward actions of their lives. The 


man who embrues his hand in the blood of 
his fellow- creature, though concealed from 
every other eye but the omniſcient, lias a ſe- 


cret fearful apprehenſion of the righteous 
judgment of God. And, though he is neither 


accuſed nor ſuſpected of his crime, yet his 
own conſcience binds him over to the judg- 
ment of the great day. This is the ſecret 
voice of nature, which has diſcovered itſelf 
on many occaſions. The Barbarians, when 
they ſaw the viper on Paul's hand, Said a- 
mong themſelves, no doubt this man is 
a murderer, whom though he hath eſcaped 
the ſea, yet vengeance ſuffereth not to live.“ 
The mariners in the ſhip with Jonah, when 
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they found themſelves in danger of periſhing 
by a mighty tempeſt, ** Said, come let us caſt 
lots, that we may know for whole cauſe this 
evil is come upon us.” And when Joſeph's ; 
brethren were thruſt into priſon, and ſubject- 

ed to great and unexpected misfortunes, they 
immediately recollect their cruel and unnatu- 
ral treatment of their brother, as the procur- 
ing caulc of their preſent calamities. They 
{aid one to another, we are verily guilty con- 


cerning our brother, in that we ſaw the an- 


guiſh of his foul, when he beſought us, and 


we would not hear: "Therefore is this diſtreſs 


come upon us.” All men thus feel the natur- 
al connection between moral evil and phyſi- 
cal, between ſinning and ſuffering, between 
guilt and puniſhment. Hence every | may's 


_ conſcience preſages a future day of retribu-" 


tion, when he mult give an account of him- 
ſelf to God, as the ſupreme and final Judge. 

And this is further confirmed by the recti- 
tude of the divine character and government; 
Since the Author of Nature is infinitely ho- 
ly, juſt and good, he mult neceſſarily con- 
duct agreeably to theſe divine attributes in 
the government of moral beings, and dif- 
penſe rewards and puniſhments according to 


their reſpective characters. 'The preſent ſtate 
of things, however, clearly evinces that the 


day of retribution is yet to come. Here, as 
Solomon obſerves, all things come alike to 
all, there is one event to the righteous and the 
wicked, and no man knoweth either love or 


„ 
Watred, by the preſent diſpenſations of divine 
providence towards him. But as things can— 
not always continue ſo under the adminiſtra- 
tions of a Being of perfect rectitude, lo the 
preſent ſtate of tlie world is a clear demon- 


{tration of a future general judgment, when 


the Supreme Being will review the conduct 


of all his intelligent creatures, and reward 


the righteous and puniſh the wicked accord- 
ing to their works. 

II. Our Lord ſpeaks of one distinction! in the 
characters of men, which will abſorb all other 
diſtinctions, and divide the world into two 
claſſes at the laſt day. ** Before him ſhall be 
gathered all nations : And he ſhall ſeparate 
them one from another, as a ſhepnerd divid- 
eth his ſheep from the goats: And he ſhall ſet 


the ſheep on his right hand, but the goats on _ 


the left Then ſhall the King {ay unto them 
on his right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my 
Father, &c.—For I was an-hungered, and ye 
gave me meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
drink: I was a ſtranger, and ye took me in: 


Nnked and ye clothed me: I was lick, and ye 


viſited me: I was in priſon, and ye came un- 
to me. Then ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on 
the left hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, 
&c.—For I was an-hungered, and ye gave 
me no meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
no drink: I was a ſtranger, and ye took me 
not in: Naked, and ye clothed me not: ſick 
and in priſon, and ye viſited me not.” 
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In many reſpects the righteous and the 
wicked reſemble each other. They are often 
alike as to their natural powers and abilities. 
In this view, Abſalom, Joab, and Ahitophel 
reſembled Moſes, David, and Solomon. 
There is allo a reſemblance in their natural 
tempers and diſpoſitions. Abſalom and the 
young man in the goſpel, were perhaps, in 


this reſpect, as amiable as Moſes, or the be- 


loved diſciple who leaned on Jeſus? breaſt. 
Theſe, and many other circumſtances, which 
ariſe from birth, rank, fortune, religious des 


__ nominations, Ke. are common both to the 


righteous and the wicked, and will not cha- 
racteriſe mankind at the laſt day. But there 
is a difference in the HEARTS of men, 
which forms a capital diſtinction in their cha- 


racters, and will {finally place ſome on the 


right, and ſome on the left hand of their 
Judge. And this is the diſtinction, which 
our Lord here mentions and deſcribes. He 
repreſents the righteous as poſſeſſed of that 
divine love and charity, by which they 
ſought the glory of God and the good of 
their fellow creatures in all their actions. 


But he reprelents the wicked as actuated by 


a low, mcan, mercenary, contracted diſpoſi- 
tion, which confined all their views and pur- 


ſuits to their own good. Both theſe diſpoſi- 


tions are deſcribed by the apoſtle Paul. His 
deſcription of charity or divine love is in 
theſe words. * Though I ſpeak with the 
tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
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charity, I am become as ſounding br as, or 
a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the 


gift of prophecy, and underſtand all myſte- 
ries, and all knowledge; and though I have 
all faith, ſo that I could remove mountains, 
and have not charity, I am nothing. And 
though I beſtow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me 
nothing.” So ſays our Lord in the text: But 
the deſcription continues. Charity ſuffer- 
eth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; 


charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, 


doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeefetli not 
her own, &c. Whereas the contrary diſpoſi- 
tion, the apoſtle ſays, makes men lovers 
of their own ſelves, covetons, boaſters, 


proud, blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, 


unthankful, unholy, without natural affec- 
tion, truce-breakers, falle accuſers, inconti- 
nent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, 

traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of plea- 
ſare, more than lovers of God.” Heat and 
cold, light and darkneſs cannot be more dia- 
metrically oppoſite in their nature and ef- 
fects, than theſe two diſpoſitions are. And 
ſince all mankind are governed by one or the 
other of theſe two principles of action, ſo 
there is an eſſential diſtinction in their cha- 
rafters, which juſtly denominates them all 
either righteous or wicked. Accordingly we 
find the ſcripture every where takes notice of 
this capital diſtinction in the characters of 
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men, and marks it by ſuch diſcriminating e- 
pithets as theſe—the godly and the ungodly 
—the holy and the unholy—the juſt and the 
unjuſt—ſaints and ſinners—the friends of 
God and the enemies of God—the children 
of light and the children of darkneſs—the 
children of God and the children of the de- 
vil. 

As this diſtinction is of great importance, 
and cloſely connected with the ſubject before 
us, we ſhall conſider it a little more particu- 
larly. 

The Supreme Being, in the courſe of pro- 


vidence, hath acknowledged and paid a viſible 
regard to this diſtinction between the righte- 


ous and the wicked. In deſcribing the cha- 
racer of Noah, he repreſents him as eſſenti- 
ally different from the reſt of mankind at 
that day, “ God looked upon the earth, and 
behold it was corrupt : For all fleſh had cor- 
rupted his way upon the earth: - And the 
Lord ſaid unto Noah, come thou, and all thy 
houſe into the ark: For thee have I ſeen 
riphteous before me in this generation.“ 
Here God diſtinguiſhed the righteous from 
the wicked, and, to exhibit a public and viſi- 
ble regard to this diſtinction, he ſaved the 
righteous and deſtroyed the wicked. 
He likewiſe aſſerted and vindicated the diſ- 
inguiſhing character of Job. The Lord 


aid unto Satan, Haſt thou conſidered my ſer- 
ant Job, that there is none like him in the 
arth, a perfect and upright man, one that 
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feareth God and eſcheweth evil.” The great 
accuſer of the brethren diſputed the truth of 
this divine declaration. "Thien Satan an- 
{wered the Lord, and ſaid, Doth Job fear 
God for nought? Haſt thou not made an 
hedge about him, and about his houſe, and 
about all he hath on every ide! Thou haſt 
bleſſed the work of his hands; and his ſub- 
ſtance is increaſed in the land. But put forth 
thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, 


and he will curſe thee to thy face.“ As if 


he had ſaid, There is nothing ſingular in the 
character of Job. He conducts no otherwiſe 
than any other perſon would in the ſame ſit u- 
ation. Let any other man receive equal tok- 
ens of thy love and favour, and he will make 
equal returns of pratitude and obedience. 
Sinners love thoſe that love them. He is, like 
all other men, entirely governed by merce- 
nary motives. Therefore only touch his in- 


tereſt, and ſtrip him of thoſe peculiar favours 


thou haſt laviſhed upon him, and he will drop 
the maſk, diſcover his hypocriſy, , and curſe 
thee to thy face. To wipe off theſe aſperſions 
from [ob's character, and to convince Satan 


that he acted from truly noble, diſintereſted 


motives, God gives him leave to try him 
with any afflictions or calamities ſhort of 
death. Satan with pleaſure makes the experi- 
ment. He brings a train of evils upon Job in 
thick ſucceſſion. He ſtrips him of his wealth, 
He ſlays his ſervants. And, to cloſe the ſcene, 
he rends from his heart the dear objects of 


is a fair trial. 


L 13 1 
his affections, by the ſudden and forprizing: 
death of his chilar en: Thus he tumbles him, 


= 


in a moment, from the ſummit of human 


glory into the depths of human woe, 


Here 
And what is the effect? Does 


he curſe God as Satan predicted, and as an 
unholy, unſubmiſſive heart would naturally 


prompt him to do under ſuch a levere, cor- 


rective ſtroke? Nothing more remote. 


„Then Job aroſe; and rent his mantle, and 


ſhaved his head, and fell down upon the 
ground, and worſhipped, and ſaid, Naked 
came I out of my mother's womb, and nak- 
ed ſhall I return thither. The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed be 
the name of the Lord.“ Here is, as far as 
can be, a viſible demonſtration of the eſſential 
difference tween nature and grace, be- 
tween. a ſaint and a ſinner. F 
On another very memorable ae 
God explicitly acknowledged the reality and 
importance of this diſtinction. He had reſolv- 
ed to deſtroy Sodom. But previouſly to the 
execution of this deſign, he revealed bis pur- 
poſe to Abraham, who immediately breaks 
forth into the moſt fervent interceſſion for 
thoſe miſerable objects. And this is the lan- 


guage in which he addreſſes the Moſt High. 

„ Wilt thou deſtroy the righteous with the 

wicked? That be far from thee to do, after 

this manner, to ſlay the righteous with the 

wicked: And that the righteous ſhould be as 

the wicked, that be far from thee; ſhall not 
B Ti 
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the Judge of all the earth do right ? God 
graciouſly replies to this,and his repeated im- 
portunity, that if he found fifty, or forty- 
five, or forty, or thirty, or twenty, or even 
ten righteous perſons in the city, he would 
{pare the whole place for their ſakes. And 
when neither of theſe numbers could be 
found, he delivered juſt Lot, as a ſtanding 
monument that the judge of all the earth 
would do right. Such are the public, viſible, 
ſtriking teſtimonies, which God himſelf hath 
borne to the diſtinction between the righte- 
ous and the wicked. 

David mentions and deſcribes this diſtinc- 
tion almoſt in eyery pſalm. 


«© Bleſſed is the man that walketh not in the 


council of the ungodly, nor ſtandeth in the 


way of /inners, nor ſitteth in the ſeat of the 


ſ[cornful. But his delight is in the law of God; 


and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 
And he ſhall be like a tree planted by the ri- 
vers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
ſeaſon ; his leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and 
whatſoever he doth ſhall proſper. The un- 
godly are not ſo: but are like the chaff which 


the wind driveth away. Therefore the ungod- 


ly ſhall not ſtand in the judgment, nor ſin- 


ners in the congregation of the . yay 


but the way of the ungodly ſhall periſh,” 

it be ſaid, this pſalm refers to 2 70 i is 
ſufficient to obſerve that there is no evidence 
of it, from any deſcription of his perſon or 
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It may ſuffice to 
quote the firſt as a ſpecimen of the reſt. 
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character, nor "Rr any part of it being ap- 


plied to him in the new-teſtament. 

The book of Proverbs is, in a manner, one 
continued contraſt between the righteous and 
the wicked; 

The declarations of Chriſt on this head de- 


ſerve ſpecial attention and regard. His ſer- 


mon on the mount contains a beautiful de- 
ſcription of the diſcriminating characters of 
the righteous. ** Bleſſed are the poor in ſpi- 


rit: For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Bleſſed are they that mourn: For they ſhall 
be camforted. Bleſſed are the meek: For 
they ſhall inherit the earth. Bleſſed are 
they which do hunger and thirſt after righte- 
ouſnels : For they ſhall be filled. Bleſſed are 
the merciful: For they ſhall obtain mercy. 


Bleſſed are. the pure in heart: For they ſhall 1 
ſee God.“ That Chriſt here intends to diſtin- 


guiſh ſaints from ſinners, in reſpect to the in- 
ward motions and affections. of their Hearts, 
is not only evident from the deſcription itſelf, 

but from . the obſervation which he imme- 


diately ſubjoins. For I ſay unto you, That 
except your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the 


righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye 

ſhall i in no caſe enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven.” And in the concluſion of this chapter, 
he more particularly deſcribes the nature and 
eſſence of the diſtinction, which he had before 
been ſpeaking of. © Ye have heard that it 


hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt love thy neigh- 
bour, and hate thine enemy: But I ſay unto. 
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elf ary man be in Chriſt, he is a new crea- 


Z 


you, Love your enemies, bleſs them that 


curſe you; do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you, 
and perſecute you; that ye may be the chil 


dren of your Father which is in heaven; for 
he maketh his ſun to rife on the evil and on 
the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on 


the unjuſt. For if ye love them that love 
you, what reward have ye; do not even the 


publicans the ſame? And if ye ſalute your 


brethren only; what do ye more than others? 


do not even the publicans ſo ? Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in hea- 
ven is perfect.“ Our Lord here repreſents the 
children of God as bearing his divine image, 
and poſſeſſing his divine ſpirit, which diſtin- 


guiſhes them from the reſt of mankind, who 
are utterly deſtitute of ſuch a holy and hea- 


venly temper. And in his conference with 
Nicodemus, he points out the ſource from 


whence they derive this ſpecial grace, and 
who it is that makes them to differ. Verily, 
verily, I ſay unto you, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. 


That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh : and 


that which is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit: 


marvel not that I aſd unto yon, Ye muſt be 


born again.” 
We have only to add the teſtimonies of 


the apoſtles to this important diſtinction. 


St. Paul declares, © If any man have not the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his.” Again, 


1 
ture: Old things are paſſed away; behold, 


all things are become new.“ And be repre- 


ſents ſaints as diſtinguiſhed not only ſrom ſin- 
ners, but from themſelves whilſt in a ſtate of 
nature, by the ſpecial influences of the divine 


Spirit. And you hath he guickened, who 


were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, wherein in 
time paſt ye walked according to the courſe 
of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the ſpirit that now worketh 
in the children of diſobedience: Among 
whom we all had our converſation in times 
paſt; in the luſt of our fleſh, and of the 
mind: And were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others.” And in another 
place, after mentioning a catalogue of the 


| blackeſt characters, he reminds the ſaints, 
That ſuch were ſome of you; but ye are 
waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are juſ- 


tified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by 
the Spirit of our God.” The apoſtle John in 
the firſt chapter of his goſpel, ſays, ** As 
many as received Chriſt, to them gave he 
power to become the ſons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: Which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of Gad.” 
And in the third chapter of his firſt epiſtle, he 
inſiſts on the {ame diſtinction, as a matter of 
high importance. Little children, let no 
man deceive you (b 1 pretending there is no 
difference between ſaints and ſinners, for) he 


that doth righteouſneſs is righteous, even as 
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he, that is Chriſt, is righteous: He that com- 


mitteth ſin is of the devil; for the devil ſin- 
neth from the beginning. W hoſoever is born 


of God doth not commit ſin; for his ſeed re- 


maineth in him: And he cannot ſin, becauſe 
he is born of God. In this the children of 
God are manifeſt, and the children of the de- 
vil: Whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs is not 
of God, neither he that loveth not his bro- 
ther.” Thus the eſſential diſtinction between 
the righteous and the wicked appears to be 


perfectly conſonant to the whole tenor of the 


ſacred oracles. 
III. Chriſt further aſſerts that the righte- 


ous and the wicked ſhall be ſeparated from 


each other, and reſpectively rewarded and 
puniſhed at the laſt day. And he ſhall ſepa- 
rate them one from another, as a ſhepherd di- 
videth his ſheep from the goats: And he ſhall 
{et the ſheep on his right hand, but the goats 
on the left. Then ſhall the King ſay unto 


them on his right hand; Come, ye bleſſed of 


my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. Then 
ſhall he fay alfo unto them on the left hand, 


Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting 


fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
'This repreſentation of the proceſs of the laſt 


day falls in with the natural apprehenſions of 


mankind. They naturally expect a future 


judgment, and they as naturally expect the 
judgment of God will be according to truth, 


and proceed upon the immutable principles 
of perfect rectitude. 
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And we have ſufficient grounds to expect 
this, from many inſtances of the divine con- 
duct. God ſeparated the fallen angels from 
the reſt of the heavenly hoſts, and doomed 
them to a ſtate of darkneſs and deſpair. He 
approved and preſerved Noah, whilſt he con- 
demned and. deſtroyed. the ungodly world, 
He preſerved juſt Lot from the ruins of So- 
dom. And he diſtinguiſhed Moſes and Aaron, 
Caleb and Joſhua, from that evil generation, 
who were doomed to fall in the wilderneſs. 
Theſe inſtances preſage a more general and 
perfect diſplay of retributive juſtice at the 
laſt day. And in this light they are conſidered 
and improved by the inſpired writers of the 
new-teſtament. The apoſtle Peter urges them 
as inconteſtible proofs of future rewards and 
_ puniſhments. ** For, ſays he, if God ſpared 
not the angels that ſinned, but caſt them down 
to hell, and delivered them into chains of 
darkneſs, to be reſerved unto judgment; and 
{pared not the old world, but ſaved Noah the 
eighth perſon, a preacher of righteouſneſs, 
bringing in the flood upon the world of the 
ungodly ; and turning the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah into aſhes, condemned them 
with an overthrow, making them an en/am- 
le unto thoſe that after ſhould live ungodly ; 
and delivered juſt Lot, vexed with the filthy 
converſation of the wicked:—Fhe Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reſerve the unju/? unto the 
day of Judgment to be puniſhed,” And the apoſ- 
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tle Paul reaſons in the ſame manner upon the 
divine conduct towards the devoted liraclites. 
_ © But with many of them God was not well 
pleated ; for they were. overthrown in the 


wilderneſs. Now all thele things happened 


anto them for enſamples, and they are writ- 
ten for our admnition, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come.” Theſe inſtances 
leave us no room to doubt, that God will fi- 
nally diſpenſe rewards and puniſhments to all 
mankind with perfect rectitude and impartia- 
lity. N 
* is this leſs evident from the whole te- 
nor and ſpirit of rhe go/pel, which ſets the re- 
wards of the righteous, and puniſhments of 
the wicked after death, in the cleareſt and 
ſtrongeſt light. The goſpel not only pro- 
claims divine mercy to all penitent and be- 
lieving ſinners, but on the contrary, denoun- 
ces inevitable deſtruction to all who finally 
reject the offers of life. Accordingly our 
Lord, when he ſent forth his apoſties to. 
preach the goſpel, gave them ſpecial charge 


to proclaim its ſolemn ſanctions, as well as its 


gracioas propoſals. © And he called unto 
him the twelve, and began to ſend them forth 


by two and two.—And he {aid unto them, In 


what place ſoever ye enter into an houſe, 
there abide till ye depart from that place. 
And wholoever ſhall not receive you, nor 
hear you, when ye depart thence, ſhake off 
the duſt under your feet, for a teſtimony a- 
gainſt them. Verily, I fay unto you, It ſhall. 
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be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah, 
in the day of judgment, than for that city. » 
After Chriſt's reſurrection, and juſt before his 
aſcenſion into heaven, he gave a commiſſion: 
to his apoſtles, and to all their ſucceſſors in 
the miniſtry, to preach the goſpel wherever 
divine providence ſhould call them. And 
their commiſſion runs in this ſolemn form. 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
goſpel to every creature: He that believeth 
and is baptiſed ſhall be ſaved ; but he that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned. ', Here is the 
very genius and ſpirit of that goſpel, which is 
to be unfolded and inculcated by all the mi- 
niſters of Chriſt in every age of the church. 
And according to this ſummary of the goſ- 
pel, future rewards and puniſhments appear. 
to be not only conſiſtent with the goſpel, 
but an eſſential part of it. Indeed the golpel 
gives as full aſſurance of the deſtruction of 
unbelievers, as of the ſalvation of believers; 
and as infallibly fixes the certainty of future 
puniſhments as of future rewards. 

This truth evidently runs through the 
whole' frame and contexture of the goſpel, 
and is interwoven with all its peculiar and 
leading ſentiments. We might inſtance in the 
doctrine of election, divine ſovereignty, re- 
generation, &c. But we ſhall only mention 
the terms of ſalvation, which are the cardinal 
precepts of the goſpel. 

Repentance is one of theſe. It is much in- 
ſiſted on borh in the old teſtament and new. 


ay 

Solomon ſays, He that covereth his ſins 
ſhall not proſper : But whoſo confeſſeth and 
forſaketh them, ſhall have mercy.” David 
tells us, The ſacrifices of God are a broken 
ſpirit: A broken and a contrite heart, O God, 

thou wilt not deſpiſe.” Chriſt alſo declares, 
He came not to call the righteous, but ſin- 
ners to repentance. And he expreſly told ſin- 
ners, on a certain occaſion, ** Except ye re- 
pent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” 


Faith in the Mediator i is a term of the 41. 


vine acceptance. He that believeth and is 
baptiſed ſhall be ſaved: But he that believeth 
not ſhall be damned.“ 

Love to Chriſt is a condition of divine ap- 
probation at the laſt day. If any man love 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Anatha- 
ma maranatha.” That is to ſay, let him be 


accurſed when the Lord cometh to judg- | 


ment. 
A "EA ſpirit is likewiſe pe" in 
order to obtain divine forgiveneſs. ** When 


ye ſtand praying forgive if ye have ought a- 


gainſt any: That your Father alſo, which is 
in heaven, may forgive your treſpaſſes. But 
if you do not forgive, neither will your Fa- 
ther, which 1s in heaven, Forgive your treſ- 
paſtes.” 


And it is equally neceſſary to perſevere in | 


all chriſtian graces and duties, in order to re- 
ceive the end of our faith, even the ſalvation 
of our ſouls. ** Now the juſt ſhall live by 
faith: But if any man draw back, my ſoul 
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ſhall have no pleaſure in him. But we are“ 
not of thoſe who draw back unto perdition 
but of them that believe to the ſaving of 
their ſouls.” Theſe terms of ſalvation ſpeak 
for themſelves. If they have any meaning, 
they muſt mean that thoſe who comply with 
them ſhall be ſaved; but thoſe who reje & 
them ſhall be loſt. 

The doctrine of future rewards and pun- 
iſhments may receive additional proof from 
many expreſs declarations of ſcripture. To 
recite every paſſage in favour of this truth, 
would be to tranſcribe a great part of the bi- 
ble. We ſhall therefore only mention a few, 

which are the moſt plain, and pertinent to 
our ſubject. We read in the ninth pſalm, 
„The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations that forget God.” There was 
a ſet of men, in the days of Malachi, who ri- 
diculed all experimental religion and vital pi- 
ety. They ſaid it was a vain thing to ſerve 
God, to walk mournfully before him, or to 
keep his ordinances. "They called the proud 
happy, and applauded the workers of iniqui- 
| ty. In contraſt with ſuch perſons, the pro- 
; phet paints the characters and future pro- 
ſpects of the righteous in the molt lively co- 
lours. ** Then they that feared the Lord 
ſpake often one to another; and the Lord 
hearkened and heard it, and a book of re- 
membrance was written before him, for them 
that feared the Lord and thought upon his 
name. And they ſhall be mine, faith the 
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* Lord of hoſts, in the day when I make up my 

jewels; and I will ſpare them as a man ſpar- 
eth his own ſon that ſerveth him. Then ſhall 
ye return, and diſcern between the righteous 
and the wicked; betweem him that ſerveth 
God, and him that ſerveth lim not.” D 

The apoſtle Paul ſpeaks equally plain ond 
determinate on this head, in the ſecond chap- 
ter of Romans. ** But we are ſure the judg- 
ment of God is according to truth, againſt 
them that commit ſuch things. And thinkeſt 
thou, O man, that judgeſt thoſe that do ſuch 
things and doeſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſ- | 
cape the judgment of God? Or deſpiſeſt thou 1 
the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, |; 
and long ſuffering ; not knowing that the a 
goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance? 


But after thy hardneſs and impenitent heart, f 
treaſureſt up to thyſelf wrath, againſt the day f 
of wrath, and revelation of the righteous t 

judgment of God; who ſhall render to every 4 
man according to his deeds : To them, who f 
by patient continuance in well doing, ſeek for G 
glory, and honor, and immortality ; eternal 6G 
life : But unto them that are contentious, and * 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſ- Se 
neſs; indignation and wrath, tribulation and & 
anguiſh, upon every /oul of man (not ſin of af 
man, but /oul of man) that doth evil, of the wi 
Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile.” | FE: 


To theſe may be added the declarations of * WY 
Chriſt. ©* Wide is the gate, and broad is the a 
way that leadeth to deſtruction, and many By 
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there: be which go in thereat: Becauſe ſtrait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, which lead- 
eth unto life, and few there be that find it.“ 


Not every one that faith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven. Many will ſay unto me 


in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 


pheſied in thy name? And in thy name caſt 
out devils? And in thy name done many 
wonderful works? And then will J profeſs 
nnto them, I never knew you: Depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity.“ © Fear not 
them that kill the body, but are not able'to 
kill the ſoul: But rather fear him, which is 
able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in hell.“ 

To enforce theſe folemn warnings, our 
compaſſionate Redeemer, as it were, ſets be- 
fore our eyes the certainty and danger of fu- 
ture puniſhments, by a number of well- 
choſen and ſtriking parables. To this end he 
ſpoke the pavable of the vineyard—of the 
ſower—of the rich fool—of the marriage 


fupper—of the ten virgins—of the talent 
of the tares—and of the rich man and Laza- 


rus: Each of theſe parables would greatly 
ſerve to illuſtrate the ſubject before us, but 
eſpecially the two laſt; which, therefore, 
we beg leave to recite at large. The parable 
of the tares is in the thirteenth of Matthew. 
„The kingdom of heaven is likened unto 
a man which ſowed good ſeed in his ſield: 

But while men ſlept, his enemy came and 
| GC WE 
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ſowed tares among the wheat, and went his 
way. But when the blade was ſprung up, 
and brought forth fruit, then appeared the 
tares alſo. So the ſervants of the houſhol- 
der came, and ſaid unto him, Sir, didſt not 
thou ſow good ſeed in thy field? From 
whence then hath it tares? He ſaid unto them, 
an enemy hath done this. The ſervants ſaid 
unto him, Wilt thou that we go and gather 


them up! But he ſaid, nay ; leſt while ye 


gather up the tares, ye root up alfo the 
wheat with them. Let both grow together 
until the harveſt: And in the time of harveſt, 
I will fay unto the reapers, Gather ye toge- 


ther firſt the tares, and bind them in bundles, 


to burn them: But gather the wheat into my 
barn.” Our Lord's expoſition of his own 
parable ſuperſedes any other comment. It is 
this. He that ſoweth the good ſeed is the 
Son of man; the field is the world; the good 


ſeed are the children of the kingdom, but the 


tares are the children of the wicked one: 
The enemy that ſowed them is the devil; the 
harvelt is the end of the world; and the reap- 
ers are the angels. As therefore the tares are 
gathered and burnt in the fire; ſo ſhall it be 
in the end of the world. The Son of man 
ſhall {end forth his angels, and they ſhall ga- 
ther out of his kingdom all things that of- 
fend, and them which do iniquity : And ſhall 
caſt them (not their ins, but them perſonal- 
ly) into a furnace of fire: There ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. Then ſhall 
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19 
the righteous ſhine forth in the kingdom of 
their Father.“ | 

The parable of the rich man and Lazarus, 
in the ſixteenth of Luke, gives us a ſtill more 
viſible and affecting repreſentation of the mi- 
ſeries of the damned. There was a certain 
rich man which was clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and fared ſumptuoully every day. 
And there was a certain beggar, named Laza- 
rus, which was laid at his gate, full of ſores; 
and deliring to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from the rich man's table : Moreover the 
dogs came and licked his ſores. And it came 
to paſs that the beggar died, and was carried 
by the angels into Abraham's boſom. The 
rich man alſo died, and was buried: And in 
hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, 
and ſeeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his boſom. And he cried and ſaid, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and {end La- 
zarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue: For I am tor- 
mented in this flame. But Abraham ſaid, 
Son, remember that thou in thy life-time re- 
celivedſt thy good things, and likewiſe Laza- 
rus evil things: But now he is comforted, 
and thou art tormented. And beſides all this, 
between us and you there is a great gulph 
fixed: So that they which would paſs from 
hence to you, cannot, neither can they paſs 
to us, that would come from thence. 'Then 
he ſaid, I pray thee therefore that thou 
wouldeſt ſend him to my father's houſe ; for 
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I have five brethren, that he may teſtify unto 
them, leſt they alſo come into this place of 
torment. Abraham faith unto him, They 


have Moſes and the prophets: Let them hear | 


them. And he ſaid, nay, Father Abraham; 


but if one went unto them from the dead, 


they will repent. And he ſaid unto him, if 
they hear not Moſes and the prophets, nei- 
ther will they be perſuaded though one riſe 
from the dead.” Nothing ſhort of dreadful 
experience can give us clearer evidence of 
future torments than this parable ; nor afford 
a better comment upon our Lord's repreſen- 
tation of the final ſeparation between the 
righteous and the wicked, and their reſpec- 
tive rewards and puniſhments at the laſt day. 

'Fhere is one thing more contained in the 
text, which deſerves particular e and 
that is, 

IV. The endleſs duration of Gare i re- 
wards and puniſhments. ** Then ſhall he ſay 
alſo unto them on the left hand, Depart from 
me, ye curled, into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels. And theſe ſhall 
goaway into everlaſting puniſhment : But the 
righteous into life eternal.” This is the ge- 
neral voice of ſcripture. The prophet Dani- 
el ſays, Many of them that fleep in the duſt 
of the earth ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting 
life, and ſome to ſhame, and everlaſting 
contempt.” ' The apoſtle Paul afferts, that 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be revealed 
from heaven, with his mighty angels, in 
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flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not Gad, and that obey not the goſpel 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: Who ſhall be pun- 
iſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the 


preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of 


his power.“ In Rev. 20th, 3d, the apoſtle 
John tells us, He ſaw Satan caſt into the 
bottomleſs pit.” This epithet, which we 
meet with no leſs than ſix times beſides in 
this book, expreſles in the ſtrongeſt manner 
the never-ending miſeries of the wicked, the 
ſmoke of whoſe torments is repeatedly ſaid 
to aſcend for ever and ever. Our Lord once 
before aſſerted the eternity of future puniſh- 
ments as clearly as he does in the text. *©If 
thy hand offend thee cut it off: It is better 
for thee to enter into life maimed, than hav- 
ing two hands to go into hell, into the fire 
that never ſhall be quenched : Where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
And if thy foot offend tliee, cut it off: It is 
better for thee to enter halt into life, than 
having two feet to be caſt into hell, into the 
fire that never ſhall be quenched : Where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, 
pluck it out: It is better for thee to enter in- 
to the kingdom of God with one eye, than 
having two eyes to be caſt into hell-fire : 
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched.” In this laſt paſſage the eter- 
nity of hell-torments is expreſſed in terms 
which admit of no evaſion, Our Lord's ar. 
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gument here turns upon the infinite diſparity 
between temporal and eternal pains. Dura- 
tion is the only point to be illuſtrated, And 
finite is here ſet in contraſt with infinite du- 
ration. And this infinite duration is expreſ- 
ſed by a variety of epithets, which are, of all 
others, the moſt plain, determinate, and un- 
exceptionable. 

As to the words—eternal—everlaſting— 
forever and ever—they generally ſignify 
a duration which is abſolutely boundleſs, and 
are to be taken ſo here, unleſs there be ſome 
ſpecial reaſon for reſtricting them to a limit- 
ed duration. When they are applied to ſub- 
jects which are in their owns nature tempora- 
ry ; this naturally leads us to underſtandthem 
in a limited and reſtricted ſenſe. But when 
they are applied to the ſouls of men which 
are immortal, the ſubject allows us to inter- 
pret them in their moſt common and exten- 
{ive meaning. The ſouls of the wicked may 
exiſt as long as the ſouls of the righteous, 
and therefore the miſeries of the former may 
run paralle] with the happineſs of the latter. 
And this is aſſerted in the text. The fame 
word in the original is uſed to expreſs the 
duration of future puniſhments, which is uſed 
to expreſs the duration of future rewards. 
And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 
puniſhment : But the righteous into life fer- 
al.” The Greek word here rendered eter- 
nal and everlaſting, is rendered ſo fifty-leven 
times in the new-teſtament z and there are but 
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word eternal or everlaſting comes from any 
other Greek word. The ſame Greek word 
is likewiſe uſed both in the old and new- 
teſtament, to ſignify the eternity of the divine 


exiſtence. * And the Earl of Nottingham 


hath ſhown, that this Greek word ſignifies e- 
ternity in the writings of Plato, Ariſtotle, 


Plutarch, and the beſt Greek authors, and 


that they have no better word in their lan- 
guage, by which to expreſs a proper eternity 
or endleſs duration. Indeed Dr. Hartley, 
who maintains that the miſeries of the damn- 
ed will finally ceaſe, allows that the ſcripture 
_ expreſſions concerning the eternity of hell- 
torments are ſufficiently plain and determin- 
ate, and would eſtabliſh the point if any mere 
expreſſions could poſſibly do it, which, how- 
ever, he abſolutely denies. And though Mr. 
Seigvolk and others ſay, the Greek words 
which the inſpired writers here made uſe of 


to expreſs the eternity of future puniſhments, 


only ſignify an age, or ages, or ages of ag- 
es, or periodical eternities of 50, 100, 1000, 


2000 years continuance, yet they do not tell 


us what other words could have been uſed to 


expreſs an abſolute eternity with more cer- 


tainty and preciſion, or more to their ſatisfac- 
tion. According to their criticiſms, if the 


* See Gen. xxii. 23. Iſaiah xl. 28, and xxvi. 4, and lvii. 75. 
Pſalm xli. 13, and xc. 2, and xciii. 2, and cvi. 48. Daniel xii. 7. 
Rom. xvi. 26. 1 Tim. i. 17. L | ; 


||} See his criticiſms on thoſe words in his anſwer to Mr, Whiſ⸗ 
ton, Ed. 9. p. 36, 37, 38. 


two places in the new-teſtament, where the 
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inſpired writers had really intended to aſſert 
the endleſs duration of future puniſhments, 

they could not have done it, becauſe there is 
no word in any language, which primarily 
ſignifies an abſolute eternity. But theſe, and 
all other critics, however, are obliged to 
own, that the inſpired writers have uſed ſuch 
expreſſions as ſometimes ſignify eternity, and 
acknowledge that the ſenſe of ſuch expreſ- 
ſions ought to be determined by the nature 
of the ſubjects to which they applied, and the 


connection in which they are uſed. Hence 


there appears no force in the criticiſms 
which have been made upon the words, by 
which the eternity of future puniſhments is 
expreſſed in the ſacred oracles. So far as 
words, or mere expreſſions can determine 
the matter, it is abſolute certain, that both 
the miſcries of the wicked, and the happineſs 
of the righteous will run parallel with the 
interminable ages of eternity. 

Nor is there any thing in ſcripture or rea- 
ſon to take off the force of theſe expreſſions, 
or lead us to imagine the wicked will ever be. 
releaſed from puniſhment and reſtored to the 
divine favour. 

1. We have no reaſon to think ſo from the 
nature of ſin. All allow that ſin and guilt 
are inſeparably connected, and therefore that 
every lin deſerves ſome puniſhment. But 
many imagine, that no tranſient, momentary- 
act of a finite creature can contain ſuch ma- 
lignity and guilt, as to deſerve an eternal 


E 

puniſhment; and therefore that the damned 
muſt finally be releaſed from puniſhment, up- 
on the foot of equity, having paid the utter- 

moſt farthing which they owed to divine juſ- 
tice. And if their guilt ſhall ever ceaſe, we 
may be aſſured their puniſhment will alſo 
ceaſe, for the Judge of all the earth will do 
right, and puniſh them no longer than they 
deſerve. But who, in the whole circle of 
the intelligent . creation, can tell us when 
their guilt, or deſert. of puniſhment will ceaſe?: 
Sin and guilt are inſeparably connected. 
Guilt can no more be ſeparated from ſin than 
criminality. There is no {in without crimin- 
ality, and no criminality without guilt, or 
deſert of puniſhment. Therefore both the 
criminality and guilt of a crime muſt continue 
as long as the crime continues, or till it ceaſ- 
es to be a crime,and becomes an innocent ac- 
tion. But can murder, for inſtance, which 
is a crime in the very nature of things, ever 
become a virtue? Can time, or obedience, 

or ſufferings, or even a divine declaration, 
alter its nature, and render it an innocent ac- 
tion? Virtue and vice, ſin and holineſs, are 
founded in the nature of things, and ſo muſt 
forever remain immutable. Hence that 
which was once virtuous, will forever. be 
virtuous ; that which was once vicious, will 
forever be vicious; that which was once 
praiſe-worthy, will forever bepraiſe-worthy; 
that which was once blame-worthy, will for- 
ever be blame-worthy; and that which once 
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deſerved” puniſhment, will forever deſerve 
puniſhment. Now if neither the nature of ſin 
can be changed, nor the guilt of it taken a- 
way, then the damned, who have once de- 
ſerved puniſhmenr, will forever deſerve it, 

and conſequently God may, in point of juſ- 
tice, puniſh them to all eternity. 

2. There is no ground to expect that the 
puniſhments of the damned will ever ſoften 
and purify their hearts, and ſo prepare them, | 
in {ome diſtant period, to exchange the re- 
g:ons of darkneſs for the manſions of bliſs. 
Among others, Dr. Hartley and Chevalier 
Ramſay build their ſtrongeſt hopes of the fin- 
al reſtitution of all lapſed beings to the divine 
favour, upon this foundation. They imagine 

the puniſhments of the wicked will naturally 
ſoften and meliorate their hearts, and finally 
qualify them for the fociety and enjoyment of 
the bleſſed. They ſuppoſe God's ultimate 
view in puniſhing the wicked after death 1s to 
reclaim them, and bring them to good, 
They look upon ſuch perſons as die in im- 
penitence and unbelief as peculiarly perver/e 
and obdurate, whom none of the mild me- 
thods of providenceand grace could effe ctual- 
ly ſubdue and reclaim in this life, and there- 
fore God is reduced to the diſagreeable neceſ— 
ſity of purging and purifying them, by the 
harſh and ſevere means of hell-torments. 
They imagine God conſtantly deſires and uni- 
formly purſues the happineſs of every indivi- 
dual of the human race, and will bring them 


.* 1 


all to pure and permanent felicity, as ſoon as 
he can poſſibly do it conſiſtent with fheir mo- 
ral freedom and inveterate habits of ſin. 
And“ as God cannot be eternally fruſtrated 
in his deſigns; as finite impotence, folly and 
malice cannot forever ſurmount infinite pow- 
er, wiſdom and goodneſs; as the ſacrifice of 
the Lamb ſlain cannot be forever void and of 
no effect; reprobate ſouls and angels cannot 
be forever unconvertible, nor God unappeaſ- 
able, nor moral and phyſical evil undeſtructi- 
ble. Wherefore. infernal puniſhments muſt 
at laſt ceaſe, and all lapſed beings be at length 
pardoned and re-eſtabliſhed in a permanent 
ftate of happineſs and glory, never more to 
fall again. This is the end and conſumma- 
tion of all things, and the deſigns of all God's 
promiſes and puniſhments.” 
But is there any thing in divine revelation 
to ſupport this hypotheſis? That God viſits 
the righteous, in this life, with pains, trials 
and afflictions, for their /piritzal benefit, he 
hath expreſsly told us, and they have found 
to be true by happy experience. My ſon, 
deſpiſe not the chaſtening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art rebuked of him. For 
whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and 
ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth. 
Furthermore, we have had fathers of our 
fleſh, which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence: Shall we not much rather be in 
ſubjection unto the father of our ſpirits, and 
live? For they verily, for a few days, chaſten- 
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ed us after their own pleaſure; but he for our 
profit, that we might be partakers of his ho- 
lineſs.” And David gratefully acknowledges 
that he derived real benefit from the divine 
corrections. ** Before I was afflicted, I went 
aſtray; but now have I kept thy word. 
I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are 
right, and thou in faithfulneſs bath corrected 
me” Thus God lets his children know the 
ſalutary nature of his fatherly chaſtiſements. 
But where do we find the leaſt intimation in 
ſcripture, that God intends to puniſh the 
wicked in a future ſtate, for their benefit, as 
he here corrects his children for their ſpiritu- | 
al good: Hath he not, on the contrary, ex- , If 
preſsly aſſured the wicked, that he intends to | 
puniſh them, after death, not to ſave, but \ 
deſtroy them, not to expreſs his love towards FI 
them, but his indignation and wrath? This F 
is the plain import of the ſentence to be de- 
nounced againſt them at the laſt day. ** De- 
part from me ye cur/ed, into eyerlaſting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels,” 
Vengeance is mine, and I will repay, ſaith 
the Lord.“ If I wet my glittering ſword, 
and mine hand take hold of judgment; I will 
render vengeance to mine enemies, and will 
reward them that hate me. What if God, 

willing to ſhew his wrath, and make his 
power known, endured with much long ſuf- 
fering the veſſels of wrath filted to deſtruc- 
tion.” Here the wicked after death are re- 
preſented as the enemies of God, and as the 
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objects of his wrath , and he is reprefented as 
puniſhing them to reward them for their 
wickedneſs, and to expreſs his wrath and diſ- 
pleaſure towards them, without the leaſt re- 
gard to their amendment and benetit. But if 
future puniſhments were intended as fatherly 
chaſtiſements to purify the wicked, and quali- 
fy them for the eternal joys of heaven, why 
are they then repreſented as expreſſive of di- 
vine wrath, indignation and vengeance, in- 
ſtead of the tender mercy of God towards his 
offending but. beloved offspring? "The truth 
is, theſe expreſſions put it beyond doubt, 
that God has diametrically oppolite ends in 
chaſtiſing the righteous in this life, and pun- 
iſhing the wicked in the next. And we may 
be aſſured God can and will make his own 
means anſwer his own ends. As he deſigns 
future puniſhments ſhall not /offer, but hard- 


en, ſhall not ſave but deſtroy the wicked; ſo 


they will eventually have this, and no other 
effect upon them. Accordingly, we find this 
conlirmed by the moſt inconteſtible evidence. 
A puniſhment of near fix thouſand yeais con- 


tinuance hath hitherto, in no mealure, ſub- 


dued or {ſoftened the heart of Satan, who fill 
remains an avowed and malignant enemy to 
God and man. The ſignal plagues ſent in ra- 
pid ſucceſſion on Pharaoh, inſtead of ſoften- 
ing, hardened his ſtubborn heart, and made 
him ſeven-fold more a veſſel of wrath fitted 
to deſtruction, according to the divine r- 
po/e and predidion concerning him. And the 
D 3 
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tremendous judgments which fell on the ſub- 
jects of Satan's kingdom, at the pouring out 
ot the ſixth vial, had the ſame hardening et- 
fect and impreſſion on their impenitent hearts. 
„The fifth angel poured out his vial upon 
the ſeat of the beaſt: And his kingdom was 
full of darkneſs, and they gnawed their 


tongues for pain, and blaſphemed the God of 


heaven, becauſe of their pains and their ſores, 
and reperted not of their deeds.” Hence we 
are to conclude that the vials of divine wrath, 
to be poured on the enemies of Chriſt at the 
laſt day, inſtead of ſoftening and meliorating 


their hearts, will only ſerve to confirm and 


increale their malignant diſpoſitions, to ren- 
der them more odious to God, and more un- 
meet for the ſociety and enjoyments of the 
bleſſed: And being thus eternally unqualified 
for heaven, they will never find admiſſion in— 
to thoſe realms of love and unpolluted bliſs. 
* 

There is no intimation in the word of 
Gol, that thoſe who are once ſeparated from 
the righteous at the laſt day, ſhall ever be u- 
nited to them again. Our text, and many other 
paſſages of {cripture, clearly aſcertain the 
time, manner, and reaſon of the ſeparation 
between the righteous and the wicked, but 
there is not a text to be found, which inti- 
mates when, how, or for what reaſon they 
ſhall be re-united. Every repreſentation of the 
general judgment naturally leads us to ſup- 
poſe, that God will then finally ſettle all the 
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affairs of mankind, and irreverſably fix their 
characters and ond for eternity. Accord- 
ingly none of the moſt able writers, that we 
have met with, in favour of the final happi- 
neſs ofalllapſed beings, have preſumed to tell 
us when this important event ſhall take place, 
or the miſeries of the dainned ſhall ceaſe. But 
if God intended to releaſe them, one would 
imagine, that he would have made it known 
in his word, and relieved them from that in- 
tolerable deſpair, to which they may now be 
liable for ages of ages. Why thould he ſo 
particularly fix, and reveal, and deicrib? the 
day when their puniſhments ſhall commence, 
but never give the leaſt hint concerning the 
time and circumſtances of their releaſe! Is 
not this bare ſilence a ſtrong preſumption 
that they ſhall never be releaſed, and a full 
demonſtration that no man can prove tliat 
they ever will! 


N. B. This Diſcourſe may be divided here. 


OW if the above obſervations have ful- 
ly eſtabliſhed the eternity of future pun- 
iſhments, then we are obliged to believe the 
doctrine, whether we can anſwer all the ob- 
jections made againſt it, or not. Ir would be 
very abſurd for a man to deny his own exiſt- 
ence, the exiſtence of his fellow creatures, 
and the earth's annual productions of herbs, 
fruits and flowers, becaule, after all his phi- 
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loſophical reſearches, he is unable to inveſti- 
gate the ode of the divine operation in crea- 
tion and providence. And it is equally abſurd 
to difhclieve the being of God, the inſpira- 
tion of the ſcriptures, or the eternity of fu- 
ture puniſhments, becauſe there may be ſome 
things connected with theſe ſubjects, which 
lie beyond the ſphere of humar comprehen- 
fon. It is not the intention of theſe obſerva- 
tions, however, to preclude an examination 


of any objections that may be urged againſt 


the eternity of hell-torments, or any other 
doctrine of the goſpel; or to infinuate that 
we are bound to believe real contradictions 
and abſurdities; but only to prepare the mind 
to look at the difficulties which we propoſe 
to conſider, with candour and impartiality ; 
and lead us to reſt our faith upon the ſirm 
foundation of real evidence. 
Ic is ſaid, that “ by the ſeparation between 
© the ſheep and the goats in the text, is not 
© ty be underſtood a {eparation between 


ſaints and linners, but only à ſeparation be- 


*« tween in and the ſinner. The ſins of men 
e ſhall be ſeparated from their perſons, and 
their perſons ſhall be ſaved, whilſt their 
„ {ins, and the father of them, the devil, 
„ ſhall be deſtroycd. * This our Lord teach- 
«eth in the parable of the tares, and the a- 
© poſtle Paul acknowledgeth to be true, 
© when he ſays, ſpeaking of his own evil 


* See a late catechiſm, which, perhaps injurioufly, claims the 


merit of a fema!- production. 
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4 conduct, It is no more I that do it, but ſin 
« that dwelleth in me.” 

In anſwer to this, it is eaſy to obſerve, that 
though a {inner may become a faint, and 
a ſaint may become perfectly holy, or free 
from all in-dwelling fin and corruption; yet 
the relation between him and his paſt fins 
cannot be diſſolved. It will, for inſtance, 
forever remain true, that the apoſtle Paul 
perſecuted the church of Chriſt, and that fin 
will always be his. He hath never ſinned 
{ince he arrived to heaven, and never will {in 
again, yet the connection between him and 
his paſt fins will forever remain and be elt, 
ſo as to enhance his own happineſs, and diſ- 
play the riches of divine grace towards him. 
The notion therefore that fin can he perfect- 
ly diſconnected from the ſinner, that it can be 
burnt up, deſtroyed, or annihilated, is a grols 
abſurdity, 

Beſides our Lord tells us in plain terms, 
that by ſheep and goats, he means all nations. 
And he uſes theſe metaphors in the ſame 
ſenſe in which other inſpired writers uſe 
them. Sheep ſignify good men, and goats 
bad, in many other places of ſcript ure. x 
But if any one would fee! the abſurdity of 


ſuppoſing that goats repreſent ſins, let him 


only read the text according to this conſtruc- 

tion. Then fhall he fay allo unto them on 

his left hand, Depart from me, ye curied 
| 35 


1 John x. 15, 26, 27, 28, 29. Dan. viii. Zach. x. 3. 
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ſins, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 


devil and his angels. For I was an-hungered 
and ye ſius gave me no meat: I was a thirſty, 
and ye /ins gave me no drink: I was a ſtrang- 
er, and ye ins took me not in: Naked, and 


ye /as cloathed me not: Sick, and in priſon, 


and ye /ins viſited me not. T hen ſhall thoſe 
ſins anſwer him, /aying, &c.“ 

It is objected farther, that Chriſt as me- 
ec diator was ſo united to mankind, that his 
© actions were theirs, his obedience theirs, 
© and his ſufferings theirs, and conſequently 
* he hath as fully reſtored the whole human 
* race to the divine favour, as if they had 


© all obeyed and {ſuffered in their own per- 


„ fons. The divine law now hath no de- 
© mands upon them, nor condemning power 
* over them. "Pheir ſalvation ſolely depends 
© upon their union to Chriſt, which God 
© conſtituted and eitabliſhed before the world 


began. And by virtue of that union, they 


© will all be admitted to heaven, at the laſt 
day, and not one of Chriſt's members, not 
£* one of Adam's race will be finally loſt.” 
Mr. Relly ſays, * ** Chriſt having taken on 
© him the ſeed of Abraham, he in them 
« and they in him, fulfilled all righteouſneſs, 
«© obeyed the law, and underwent the penalty 
for the paſt tranſgreſſion, being thus made 
perfect in oe. According to this union, 
* or being in him, as branches in the vine, 
das members in the body, &c. the people 


* Treatiſz on union. Boſton Ed. p. 22 


" 
ee are conſidered together with him, through 
all the circumſtances of his birth, life, 
death, reſurrection and glory.”* * And 
thus conſidering the whole law fulfilled in 
«« Jeſus, its precepts obeyed, its penalties 
« endured, he now inherits the promiſe : 
c« And apprehending ourſelves in him, united 
« to him, through all his doings, and /iffer- 
© ings, his condition, and ſtate is ours.” 
« And thus ſtanding in him, we can indeed 
ce read the law, or the doctrine of rewards, 
ce and puniſhments, without fear: Becauſe 
« the puniſhment, yea all the threatnings in 
e the book of God, have been executed up- 
6% on us (as finger and law- -breakers) in 
m. | 

This is the corner ſtone, this is the ſole 
foundation which inpports the; ſcheme of uni- 
verſal ſalvation as maintained by Mr. Relly, 
Mr. Murray, and their followers, If this 
ſhould give way, their whole fabric falls to 
the ground, and their hopes periſh. We 
ſball therefore conſider this _ with parti- 
cular attention. 

To ſuppoſe that mankind were © with 
Chriſt through all the circumſtances of his 
birth, life, death, reſurrection and glory,“ 
is repugnant to the plaineſt dictates of com- 
mon ſenſe. Chriſt was born of the virgin Ma- 
ry; was circumciſed the eighth day ; was, 
at thirty years old, baptized of John in Jor- 
dan; was, after this, led into the wilderncfs, 
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where he faſted forty days and forty nights. 
and battled all the devices of Satan; and 
being thus prepared, he went forth preaching 
the goſpel, healing the ſick, caſting out de- 
vils, and raiſing the dead; till finally, he was 
betrayed by Judas, condemned by Pilate, 
crucified between two malefactors, buried by 
Joſeph of Arimathea, and after lying three 
days and three nights in the grave, he aroſe 
from the dead, aſcended up into heaven, and 
ſat down on the right hand of the Majeſty on 
high. Were any, much leſs the whole 
human race, with Chriſt in all thele circum- 
{ſtances of his birth, life, death, reſurrection 
and glory? Where is the man who is conſci- 
ous of being acting, and ſuffering with Chriſt 
in any of theſe extraordinary and ſtupendous 
{eenes? But had there been ſuch an union be- 
tween Chriſt and mankind, that his obedience. 
was theirs, his ſufferings theirs, and his glory 
theirs, they muſt all, in every age of the 
world, be conſcious of having the ſame mo- 
tives, the ſame affections, the lame ſorrows, 
and the {ame joys that he had; and of doing 
the ſame miraculous actions that he did. 
But what concord had Chriſt with Belial! 
What union of heart with an ungodly world? 
Was he not pure, and harmleſs, and /epar- 
ate from linners, through the whole courſe 
of his life and conduct upon earth! | 
It may, perhaps, be ſaid, that this is an un- 
fair repreſentation of the matter, and that by 
« Chrill's being in mankind, and they being 


1 

in him,“ is only intended, that according to 
a certain divine conſtitution, God conſiders 
what Chriſt did and ſuffered as being done 
and ſuffered by mankind perſonally. Ihe an- 


{wer to this is obvious. No divine conftitu- 


tion or appointment whatever, could make 
Chriſt's perſonal obedience and ſufferings 
ours. A divine conllitution cannot alter the 
nature of things, nor effect impoſlibilities. 


Can we conceive that it is now in the power 


of the Supreme Being, by a new, poſitive 
conſtitution, to make Chriit the betrayer of 
Judas, the crucifier of his crucifiers, and the 
perpetrator of all the fin and wickedneſs of 
the whole human race ? But it is no more im- 
poſſible for God to do this now, than it was 
from eternity, to make a conſtitution, b 
which, not only the actions of Chriſt and of 
Judas, but the actions of Chriſt and of all 
mankind ſhould be the fame. The ſuppoſi- 
tion of a divine conſtitution relieves no diffi- 
culty here. "Fhe notion that all mankind 
were with Chriſt through all the circum- 
ſtances of his birth, life, death, reſurrection 
and glory,” is as abſurd as the doctrine of 
tranſubſtantiation, of which no man can form 
an idea. 7 

And beſides all this, it is entirely unſcrip- 
tural. It is not to be found among any of 
the unions which are mentioned in the Bible. 
We there find indeed the union between the 
human and divine natures in the perſon of 
the Mediator. Chriſt often aſſerted both his 
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humanity and divinity. He proclaimed him- 
ſelf not only the Son of Man, but the Son of 
God; and profeſſed to be not only David's 
Son, but David's Lord. Accordingly, the 

ews, who underſtood the true import of 
ſuch phraſes, conſidered him as aſſuming divi- 
nity and equality with God the Father; for 
which they accuſed him of the crime of blaſ- 


phemy. And our Lord, to vindicate himſelf, 


never denied, but maintained his claim to the 
lait ; which claim was founded upon the uni- 
on between his human and divine nature. 
Hence the apoſtle John tells us, The word 
was made fleſh and dwelt amongſt us.” And 
we read, Great is the myſtery of godlinefs; 
God manifeſt in the fleſh.” Such an union of 
the two natures in the perſon of Chriſt, was 
neceſſary to qualify him for the work of re- 
demption. For the divine nature, ſeparately 
conſidered, could neither ſuffer, nor obev ; 
and the haman nature, ſeparate from the di- 
vine, could not atone by obedience and 
death; but both theſe natures being united in 
the perſon of Chriſt completely qualified him 
for the mediatorial work. Beſides, this uni- 
on was allo requiſite in order to point out 
the objects for whom he made atonement. 
He would appear to die for thoſe, in whoſe 
nature he died. Had he took upon him. the 
nature of angels, and died in their nature, 
this would have proclaimed him the Media- 
tor between God and them. But inaſmuch as 
he did not take upon him the nature of an- 


I 


gels, but that of tlie ſeed of Abraham, this 
proclaimed him the Mediator between God 
and nan. Now if Mr. Relly had only aſſert- 
ed the neceſſity of ſuch an union as this, in 
order to render the ſufferings of Chriſt in the 
room of mankind, conliſtent with the divine 
attributes, we ſhould have had no diſpoſition 
to diſſent from him. For we grant it would 
have been inconſiſtent with the divine truth, 
juſtice, mercy, wiſdom and love, to have 
ſubjected Chriſt to thoſe ſufferings which he 
endured in the room of ſinners, had he not 
been united to human nature, and ſo become 
the Mediator between God and men. But 
Mr. Relly, overlooking this union between 
Chriſt and innocent human nature, maintains 
that Chriſt was united to ſinful man, and 
part»0k of their guilt, and on that account 
deſerved to ſuffer, in point of juſtice.* In 
this view indeed, the ſufferings of Chriſt ap- 
F pear perfectly juſt, but not in the leaſt degree | 
X meritorious, for there can be no merit in ſuf- 
fering a juſt puniſhment. So that had it been 
poſſible for ſuch an union to have exiſted as 
Mr. Relly pleads for, it would have defeated 
the ends of Chriſt's death, and prevented an 
atonement for in. | 
The ſcripture likewiſe mentions an union 
between Chriſt and the eled. A certain 
number of mankind were choſen to ſalvation 
from eternity, and given to Chriſt, in the co- 
venaut of redemption, as the reward of his 
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. 
ſufferings. Thele are called the clect, or the 
i church, and often alluded to in ſcripture, 
i particularly in the following paſſages. 
f „ Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
i Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpi- 
0 ritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chri/? ; 
| according as he hath choſen us 17 him, Letore 
the foundation of the world, that we ſhould 
be holy and without blame before him in 
love.“ pe thou partaker of the afllictions 
of the goſpel, according to the power of 
God; who hath ſaved us, and called us with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpole and grace, 
which was given us in Chriſt, before the 
world began.” Ve allo, as living ſtones, 
are built Up a {piritual honſe., an holy pri- 2 
hood, to offer up fpiritual facrifices, accepta- 
ble to God by Jelus Chriit, Wherefore allo 
it is contained in the ſcripture, behold I lay in 
Zion a chief corner {one elec precious; and 
he that believeth on him ſhall not be con- 
founded. Unto you therefore, who believe, 
he is precious: Et unto them who are diſo- 
bedient, the ſtone wiiich the builders dilal- 
| lowed, the ſawe is made the lead of the 
| corner, and a ſtone of ſtumbling, and a rock 
| of oftence, even to them who {rumble at the 
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word, being ditobedient, whereunto alfo 
lj they were appointed. . Bnt ye are a chojen . 
lf generation, a royal pr tefinood, an huly na- 

tion, a peculiar people.” 'ihele, and many 
| other paſſages of {cripture, ſpeak of the elect, 


L 49 ] ; 
and ſpeak of them as peculiar, and diſtinct 
ſrom the reſt of mankind. All the world are 
not the ele&t, but the ele& are thoſe who 
from eternity were choſen ont of the world, 
and who are repreſented in ſcripure, as en- 
tirely diſtinct from the world. Our Lord 
hath taken care to fix and determine this mat- 
ter with great preciſion. He ſays in the 24th 
X of Matthew, And many falſe prophets ſhall 
ariſe, and ſhall deceive many, and ſhall ſhew 
grcat ſigns and wonders, inſomuch that (if it 
WF were poſſible) they ſhall deceive the very e- 
"WF 7:4.” Here the elect are diſtinct from the 
"F many that were to be deceived. Again, in 
the 15th of John, Chriſt tells his followers, 
I tie world hate you, ye know it hated 
me before it hated you. If ye were of the 
2X world, the world would love his own: But 
becaule ye are not of the world, but I have 
chaſen you out of the world, therefore the 
World hateth you.” In the 17th chapter, he 
2X hath theſe expreſſions. ** I have manifeſted 
thy name unto the men which thou gaveſt me 
= out of the world, I have given them thy 
word; and the world hath hated them, be- 
cauſe they are not of the world, even as 
I am not of the world.” | | 

Now as the ele& were choſen to ſalvation 
from eternity, in Chriſt, as the means, and 
for Chriſt, as the reward of his ſufferings and 
death; ſo it may be truly ſaid, that there 
hath been a certain union or connection be- 
tween Chriſt and the elect from eternity. 
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But beſides this, there is another more inti- 


mate and vital union between Chrilt and the 
cle, which commences i time, but ſhall 
endure forever. For whom God predeſtin- 
ates, them he allo calls; and whom he calls, 
them he allo juſtiies; and whom he jultifies, 
them he allo glorifies, Hence, ſays the a- 


poſtle, ſpeaking of the ſucceſs of his labours 


among the Gentiles, ©* As many as were or- 
dained to eternal life, believed.” All the e- 
lect are brought, in this life, by the influences 
of the divine Spirit, to repentance and faith. 
And in faith, this vital union to Chriſt com- 
mences. Ihe believer then becomes united 
to Chriſt in his affedtions, views, and inter- 
eſts. He loves what Chriſt loves, and hates 
what Chrilt hates, He has the ſame views of 


the divine Majeſty, of the divine law, of fin, 


and of himlelf, that Chriſt has. And he has 
a joint iutereſt with Chrift in the love of 
God, in the protections of providence, and 
in all the bleſſings which reſult from the 


work of redemption. This union is of the 
June nature with that which ſubſiſts between 


Chit and his Father. Accordingly he prays, 
ia the 17th of John, that this union might 
commence, in time, between him and thoſe 
whom his Father bad given him from eterni— 
ty. Neither pray I for theſe alone, but 
for them allo wao ſhall Ze/zeve on me thro! 
their word; that they all may be one; as 
tho 1, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they may allo be one in us,” This union 


1 


*“ makes the principal ſigure in the ſacred writ- 


. ings, and is oftener alluded to there than any 
| other. It is on account of this unior, that 
l laints or believers, in diſtinction from the 
1 world, are ſaid to die with Chriſt, to be 
i crucified with Chriſt; to be buried with 
: Chriſt; to be guickened with Chriſt ; to riſe 
8 with Chriſt; to live with Chriſt; to be cir- 
- 3X cumci/ed with Chriſt; to be baptiſed with 
„ WH Cliriit; to be complete in Chriſt; to be mem- 
s i bers of his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones. 
Y | And it is on account of this union, that Chriſt 
A aud the church are ſo often prefigured and 
4 repreſented by the various metaphors of A- 
- dam and Eve; of Adam and his poſterity; of 
s the huſband and wife; of Aaron and his 
. . robes; of the vine and its branches; of the 
„, bead and its members; and of the corner 
's IWF ſtone and ſiiperitructure. 3 1 
f Tete unions, which we have now men- 
of "MF tioned and deſcribed, are the only ones re- 
e ſpecting; Chriſt and men, that are to be found 
> A in the -tacred oracles. And theſe are ſo far 


n from bearing the leaſt affinity to that nnjon 
s between Chriſt and a mankind, which Mr. 
nt Relly picads for, that they are utterly mcon- 


ſe ſitent with it, and iubveriive of it. If theſe 
; be true, that mult be falle. Ani if thete he 


* 5 true, then to one or other of them, muſt. 
„ every pallaye of icripture, which ipcaks of 
men's union to Chrilt, neceſſarily refer; and 


as : | 1 
at of courſe, leave Mr. Relly's notion of union 
on as deititute of all ſupport from divine revela- 


tion, as from realon and common ſenſe. 
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[ 52 ] 
But it may be ſtill urged in favour of the 
univerſal ſalvation of mankind, that ** Chriſt 
« taſted death for every man, and made full 
* atonement for the ſins of the whole world, 
And it is prepoſterous to imagine that any 
of thoſe who have been redeemed by the 
« precious blood of the ſon of God, — 
** be finally loſt.” I anſwer, 

Firſt, this objection ſuppoſes that God is 
obliged, in juſtice, to ſave all mankind. 
TL herere, 

Secondly, it ſuppoſes that mankind ſtand in 
no necd of divine forgiveneſs. 
price of redemption which Chriſt hath paid, 
hath fully ditcharged the debt which ſinners 
owed to God, then they now owe him no- 
thing, and if they owe him nothing, they 
have nothing to be forgiven; and therefore 
can never with propriety ule that petition in 
the Lord's prayer. Forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors.” Wherefore, 

Thirdly, there can be no grace diſplayed in 
the ſalvation of ſinners, by the goſpel. For 
if they all deſerve to be ſaved, it is an act of 
Juſtice, but not of grace, for God to ſave 
them. "Though the apoſtle indeed tells be- 


lievers that they are © juſtified freely by his WY 
grace, through the redemption that is in Je- 


ſus Chrilt.” But, 


Fourthly, this objection i is entir ely founded 4 


in a miſapprehenſion of the nature of Chriſt's 
atonement. It was not the intention of Chriſt, 


by his obedience and death, to make void the 1 


For if the 
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law, to alter the nature of ſin, to move God, 


it i mercy, oroblige him, in juſtice, to ſave 
11 WM ſinners; for all this was impoſlible. But his 
d. gdeſign was, to e/tabliſh the law, to condemn 
iy ſiu in the fleſh, and maintain the dignity of 
he the divine character and government, and 
1d thereby open a door for the diſplay of divine 
mercy and forgiveneſs towards a periſhing 
is IM world. The death of Chriſt indeed hath re- 
d. 1 moved all the obſtacles, which before ſtood 
in the way of the exerciſe of divine mercy; 
in and that is all. God is no more obliged, 77 
he Point of ju/tice, to fave ſinners, than if Chriſt 
d, had never died, and made atonement for in. 
rs If God faves any of the human race now, it 
o- "Mis an act of mere grace, and not of juſtice. 
ey Hence the extent of Chriſt's atonement does 
dre not in the leaſt determine, whether more or 
in leſs, whether a part or the whole of mankind 
bts will finally be ſaved. This can be determin- 
„ ed only by the divine declarations, and gra- 
in 6 ious promiſes to Chriſt, which, as we have 
or how, all concur to reprobate the notion of 
of Juniverſal ſalvation. 
ave lt is ſaid by ſome, that God being from 
be- F< eternity perfectly and independently bleſ- 
his © {ed, could have no other motive in giving 
Je- 4 being to his creatures than heir good, and 
of conſequence, he mult infallibly bring 
ded “ them all, ſooner or later, to a ſtate of per- 
ift's ( fect happineſs.” 4 | 
iſt, / Though this objection is not void of plau- 
the Wibility, yet it ſeems to carry ſomething in it 
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© 
extremely abſurd and diſhonorable to the di- 
vine Majeſty. For the Supreme Being to | 
leave himſelf entirely out of view in all his | 
works, and to make every thing in the uni- | 
verſe ſolely ſubſervient to the good of the 
creature, looks like ſetting the creature a- 
bove the infinitely great Jehovah ! Beſides. 
if the Deity aims ſolely at the goed of the 
creature, why ſhould not the creature aim 
ſolely at his own good, and make his own 
happineſs the ſole object of all his deſires and 
purſuits? And why ſhould God blame him, if, 
in the purſuit of this object, he caſts off fear, 


reſtraius prayer, and loves and ſerves the 


creature more than the Creator! Moreover, 
if the Divine Being aims ſolely at the good 
of every individual perſon, why hath he not 


made every man perfectly happy through eve- 
ry ſtage and period of his exiſtence? Why 


hath he made this world an Aceldema, a field i 
of blood, and ſcene of every evil, where | 

men are born to trouble as the ſparks fly up- 
ward ? Why hath he not rather poured one | 
continued, uninterrupted ſtream of happineſs. | 
upon 7s, as he hath upon the angels above, 
who have never felt one /anful paſſion, nor 
one painful ſenſation ſince their exiſtence ! 
Perhaps it will here be ſaid, that though God 
aims ſolely at the good of the intelligent cre- 
ation in general, yet this does not neceſſarily | 
imply that he muſt con/7antly ſeek and pro- 
mote the good of every individual. We 
grant it, and abide the conſequence, which 


C3 
is this. If the good of the intelligent creation 

in general, may ſometimes require God to 

give up the good of individuals, then it may, 

for aught we know, require him to give up 

the good of individuals forever. If the ge- 

neral good of mankind once required the 

temporal deſtruction of Pharaoh and his hoſts, 

who knows but the general good of the whole 

intelligent creation, may allo require their 

eternal deſtruction? Therefore allowing that 
X God does, in this ſenſe, aim ſupremely and 
X ſolely at the general good of the intelligent 
2B creation, yet he may nevertheleſs make myri- 
ads and myriads of individuals finally and e- 
ternally miſerable. | | 

N There is, however, no reaſon to think 
that God had, from eternity, no other view 
in all his works of creation and providence, 

than the general good of the created ſyſtem. 
This ſ{uppolition ſeems to originate from 
Ja falſe conception of the nature and bleſſed- 
neſs of the Divine Being. God is not an infi- 
nite Intelligence, who is perfectly deſtitute 
of all hropenſions. He is not, as the Epicu- 
rians dream, an infinite Stoic, who is entirely 
unaffected with, and indifferent to, all creat- 
ed and uncreated objects. But he is a Being 
of infinitely, clear views, of infinitely wife de- 
ſigns, and of infinjtely ſtrong propenſities and 
affections. And the perfect, undiſturbed, e- 
ternal gratification of all theſe, is abſolutely 
eſſential to his infinite, immutable bleſſed- 
nels, Though God was indeed perſectly 
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bleſſed from eternity, independently of his 


creatures, yet not independently of his own 
views, purpoles and affections. Could we 
only ſuppoſe it poſſible, that God's purpoſes 


and deſigns ſhould now be eraſed from his 
mind, or that he ſhould now find himſelf un- 


able to carry them into execution, this would 
prove an eternal diminution of the divine 
bleſſedneſs. But ſince known unto God are 
all his works from the beginning; ſince they 
have always ſtood preſent to his view, as 


fully accompliſhed, they have been an eternal 


ſource of ineffable ſatisfaction, ſelf-compla- 
cency and delight. Now if God be capable 


of great and noble deſigns, if he be capable of 


great and noble exertions, and capable of tak- 


ing a true, real, infinite pleaſure and delight 
in all his works, then it is eaſy to conceive 


that he might make his own pleaſure, his 


own bleſſedneſs or glory, the grand and ſu- 
preme object in all his works of creation and 


providence, and have but an inferior and 
ſubordinate reſpect to the good of the crea- 


ture. Accordingly the ſcripture repreſents 


this as his ultimate and ſupreme end in the 
creation of the world. The Lord hath 
made all things for himſelf; yea, even the 
wicked for the day of evil.” Prov. xvi. 4. 
The apoſtle ſays, that of him, and through 
him, and to him are all things.” Rom. xi. 
39. And it is the general voice of heaven, 

% Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glo- 
ry, and honor, and power; for thou haſt 
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- created all things, and for thy PLEASURE, 
they are and were created.” Beſides, the 
whole courſe of providence, from the begin- 
ning to th's day, clearly demonſtrates that” 
God hath ſought his own glory ſupremely, 
and the good of the creature but ſubordin- 
38 ately, in all his conduct. He expelled the re- 
bel angels from heaven, deſtroyed the old 
world, and burnt up Sodom and Gomorrah, 
not for their good, but for his own glory. 
And we know the perdition of Pharaoh and 
of Judas was not. deſigned for their good, 
ſince Chriſt hath ſaid of the one, that it had 
been good for him, if he had never been 


born, and God hath told us, he raiſed up the 
other, that his name might be declared 
throughout all the earth. Hence the ſupreme 
and ultimate ends of the Deity in the crea- 
tion of the world, afford no evidence in fa- 
vour of the univer/al ſalvation of the human 
race. It may be conſiſtent with God's origi- 
nal and eternal deſigns, for aught we know, 
to continue the miſeries of the damned to all 


eternity. | 

We often hear the infinite love and mercy 
of the Diety pathetically urged, as an irre- 
| fragable argument againſt the eternity of fu- 
ture puniſhments. It is ſaid, „ this doctrine 
= ©* repreſents the divine benevolence as far 
x © below the pity and compallion that are 


found in the human heart. A parent's 


4 love cannot endure the thought that the 
dear offspring of his own bowels ſhould be 


EE 
made fuel for quenchleſs flames. And the | 
* moſt malevolent man on earth does not e- 
ven wiſh that his worſt enemy ſhould lie | 
** down in eternal ſorrow, and dwell with e- 
% verlaſting burnings. Much leſs can the 
kind parent of the univerſe, who is good i 
** unto all, and whoſe tender mercies are o- 
ver all his works, find it in his heart to 
doom any of the human race to the pains 
© of hell forever.” 
„ I ls objection appears to be rather an ad- | 


«> 


dreſs to the loft and tender paſſions of human | WO 
nature, than an appeal to the cool and impar- 


tial dictates of right reaſon. The weaker paſ- 3 
ſions of our animal nature recoil in the view 


of thoſe acts of public juſtice, Which our 
reaſon, our conſcience, and our real bene- 8 
volence approve, and which the divine au- 1 
thority hatli abſolutely required. But who bf 


would hence conclude that owr love and i 
compaſſion tranicend the tender mercics of | 
the Diety ? Did not Noah preach an hundred 
and twenty years to a ſtupid and impenitent 
world? Did he not offer up ſtrong; prayers 
and cries to the Father of Mercics, that he 
would graciouſly avert the dire deltruQion 
which hung over their guilty heads? And did 
he not rile in fervor and importunity, as the 
period of their day of grace and {pace of re- 
pentance drew nigh ! How then mult he have 
felt, when he ſtood a ſpectator of their final 
doom! Who can deſcribe or conceive the 
tender emotions of kis heart, the painful con- 


E 

ſlicts and tumults of his breaſt, when the tre- 
mendous ſcene opened to his view! Whenhe 
beheld the rains falling, the fountains of the 
I great deep breaking up, and all nature in 
convullions; and heard the waves roaring, 
and a guilty world, day after day, crying, 
Wand praying, and rending the heavens with 
heir laſt, expiring groans! But ſhall we 
nagine that God was equally ſhocked on this 
Molemn occaſion! No! He, (if we may be 
Allowed the compariſon) ſtood, like Brutus, 
= ith ſtern juſtice on his countenance, and be- 
eld his beloved, but guilty offspring, re- 
ive the due reward of their deeds. 

XX With what fervent importunity did Abra- 
am beſcech the Moſt High to ſpare the de- 
FFoted cities of Sodom and Gomorrah ! And 
4 ext morning, when he repaired to the place 
here he had ſtood and prayed before the 
Ford, and looked towards Sodom and Go- 
1orrah, and towards all the land of the 


d lain, and beheld, and lo, the ſmoak of the 
nt ountry went up as the ſmoak of a furnace, 
18 ow did it awaken every tender feeling of 
1 amanity and benevolence? But who will 
>? Pence conclude that the Father of Mercies 
id ad lels love and compaſſion towards the 
1C Workmanſhip of his own hands, than Abra- 
© Ban! Hence nothing but our danger can e- 
VE Wal our deluſion, if we imagine the Divine 
al 1 Being to be altogether: ſuch an one as our- 
he Ives, and judge of the divine clemency by 


ar own, What if Noah, what if Lot had 


L 6 J 
done ſo! What if Noah had ſaid, “ I know 
the world is become univerſally corrupt. 
I know the carth is filled with violence, 
I know God hath told me his patience is li- 
mited to one hundred and twenty years, 
But I know my own heart recoils at the 
thoughts of their deſtruction, and it is my 
ſincere deſire and prayer to God that they Wl 
might be ſaved. And J alſo know God is in- 
finitely more kind, and gracious, and merci- 
ful than I am. I will therefore neglect the 
ark, and build my houſe on the ſand, and 
fear no evil.” But behold! the floods come, 
the winds blow, and the ſtorms beat on his 
houſe, and it falls, and great is the fall of it! 
Wi hat if Lot had conſidered the divine threat 
nings as a mere mockery, like his ſons-in- 
law, would he not have periſhed with them 
in the ruins of Sodom? And is it not equally 
dangerous to reaſon in the ſame manner now, 
againſt the threatnings of the wrath to come: 

But ſtill, ſays the objector, is not God] 
a God of love? and is it the nature of love to 
puniſh, eſpecially its beloved objects ? I an-| 
{wer, yes; it is the genuine tendency of rue 
love, under certain circumſtances, to puniſh. 
True love to his child, induces the kind and] 
indulgent parent to uſe the rod of correction 
for his good. So ſays Solomon, He that} 
ſpareth his rod, hateth his ſon, but he thai 
loveth him, chaſteneth him betimes.” Soft 
whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth. ** But 
ce this reaches not the caſe,” replics the ob- 


T8 
:=Ctor. ** I can eaſily conceive that love 
e ſhould puniſh its beloved object for its 
« good; but will it extend further? Will it 
ci puniſh more than the benefit of the object 
«© puniſhed requires? Will it therefore pun- 
« jth forever?” No doubt it will, when the 
good of the object puniſhed is not the end pro- 
poſed by the puniſhment. It is not always the 
intention of puniſhment to conſult the good 
of the object puniſhed. This is never the 
caſe with reſpect to capital puniſhments in 
this life. It is /ove to his country, or a ten- 
der regard to the public good, that induces 
the civil magiſtrate to condemn the traitor 


| BW or murderer to a painful and ignominious 


death. It was love to God that fired the 


2 | breaſt of Phineas, when he ruſhed into the 


camp of Iſrael, and flew Zimri and Kozbi. 
And thus it was conſidered, approved and re- 
warded by the God of love. And the Lord 
ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Phineas the ſon of 
Eleazer, the ſon of Aaron the prieft, hath 
turned my wrath away from the children of 
Iſrael (while he was zealous for my ſake a- 
mong them) that I conſumed not the chil- 
dren of Iſrael in my jealouſy. Wherefore 
ſay, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of 
peace, &c.“ It is love to the objects injured 
and not to the objects puniſhed, that dictates 
the nature, degree and duration of their pun- 
iſhment. Thus it is God's love to himſelf, 
to his ſon, to his law, and to the general 
good of the univerſe that induces him t 

2 F 
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puniſh the wicked after death. And as his 
infinite love to theſe objects will eternally re- 
main, ſo it will induce him to puniſh the | 
wicked forever. His love will burn to the 
loweſt hell. Hence we find the moſt exem- 8 
plary acts of divine juſtice are repreſented in 
{cripture as the expreſſions of divine mercy, 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is 
good, for his mercy endureth forever. "To 
him that by wiſdom made the heavens ; for 
his mercy endureth forever, To hyn that 
ſmote Egypt in their firſt born, for his mer- 
cy endureth forever. And brought out Iſra- 
el from among them; for his mercy endureth 
forever. But overthrew Pharaoh and his 
hoſts in the Red Sea; for his mercy endureth 
forever. To him that /mote great kings; for 
his mercy endureth forever. And /lew fam- 
ous kings; for his mercy endureth forever. 
Sihon king of the Amorites ; for his mercy 
endureth forever. And Og king of Baſhan; 
for his mercy endureth forever.” Here the 
diſplays of divine juſtice are conſidered as 
the diſplays of the ſame g0odne/s which firſt 
gave birth to the creation of the world. But 
to whom is the diſplay of this juſtice, a mer- 
cy? To the wicked! Nay, but to the Iſrael, 
to the church of God. Hence the degree and 
duration of the puniſhments of the wicked | 
will always hold proportion to the degree | 
and duration of the divine love to therighte- I 
ous. Accordingly God repreſents his uni- 
live juſtice as the neceſſary fruit and effect of 
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his infinite goodneſs and mercy. When Mo- 


lis 
ſes requeſted a ſpecial manifeſtation of his 


= 
he glory. He told him he would caule all his 
he WW 9004ne/5 to paſs before him. And to do this, 
n- W hc proclaimed himſelf © the Lord, the Lord 
in God, merciful and gracious, long ſuffering, 
. and abundant in goodneſs and truth—and 
is that will by no means clear guilty.” Thus 
Po it appears that divine goodneſs may, and infal- 
or libly will puniſþ the wicked forever, if the 


good of the univerſe requires their eternal 
= puniſhment. | 
Tue puniſhments of the damned,” ſay 
ſome, © muſt diſturb the joys of the bleſſed. 
his © For how can thoſe pure and benevolent” 


th ( ſpirits behold, without pain, multitudes 
or of their fellow-creatures, whom they love 


as themſelves, eternally weltering under 
EF << the vials of divine wrath.” | 


er. Us 

cy In anſwer to this it may be obſerved, 

n; Firſt, that the puniſhments of the damned 

he * the diſplays of divine juſtice towards 
them. | 


Secondly, that they are the diſplays of di- 
vine goodneſs towards the bleſſed. Hence, 
Thirdly, as diſplays of divine goodneſs, 


er- 
el, the heaveuly hoſts ought not only to ap- 
nd Prove of them, but to rejoice in them, and 


WF /'4:/c God for them. And hence, 
Fourthly, the ſcripture tells us, that rhe 


ee 

te- pure ſpirits above do rejoice in and praiſe 
ni- ¶ Cod for the eternal puniſhments which he in- 
of flicts upon his and their enemies. Upon the 


„„ 
fall of myſtical Babylon, it is ſaid, © Rejoice 
over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apoſtles 


and prophets; for God hath avenged you 


on her.“ And after theſe things I heard a 
great- voice of much people in heaven, fay- 
ing, Alleluia: Salvation, and glory, and pow- 
er unto the Lord our God: For true and / igh- 
teous are iis judgments ; for he hath judged 
the great whore, which. did corrupt the earth 


with her fornication, and hath avenged the 
blood of his ſervants at her hand. And a- 


gain they ſaid, Alleluia. And her ſmoke 
riſes up forever and ever.” = 

It is faid, ** If God ſhould fave ſome of 
% mankind and finally puniſh others, then he 
*woruld be a reſpecter of perſons.” 

To this it is ſufficient to reply, that divine in- 
ſpiration aſſures us, that God's rewarding the 
righteous and puniſhing the wicked is the ve- 
ry thing, which demonſtrates him to be no 
reſpecter of perſons. **© But if ye call on the 
Father, who, without reſpect of perſons, judg- 
eth according to every man's work, pals the 


time of your ſojourning here in fear.” 1 Pet. 


i. 17. And whatſoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as lo the Lord, and not unto men ; knowin 

that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the reward of 
the inheritance ; for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt. 
But he that doeth wrong ſhall receive for the 
wrong which he hath done: And there is no 
reſpect of perſons.” Coloſſ. iii. 23, 24, 25. 
And the apoſtle tells the finally impenitent ſin- 
ner, that God will render to eyery man ac- 


1 
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cording to his deeds: To them, who, by pa- 
tient continuance in well doing ſeek for glo- 
ry, and honour, and immortality; eternal 
life: But unto them that are contentious, and 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſ- 
neſs; indignation, and wrath, tribulation and 
anguiſh, upon every ſoul of man that doeth 
evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the eres 
For there is no reſpet of perſons with God: 
Rom.: it. 6, 8, 9, 11% 7 

It is further urged againſt the ausl. pu- | 
niſhments of the wicked, that though God is: 
«© obliged to fulfil his promiſes, yet he is not 
$6 obliged to fulfil his threatnings ; and there- 
© fore notwithſtanding he bath threatened: 
eternal deſtruction to the finally impeni- 
tent, yet we cannot hence abſolutely deter- 
** mine that he will make them * mi- 
ſeruhle. . 1 

'This objection does-in a grrat, meaſure, if | 
not intirely defeat itſelf. For it ſuppoles, 

Firſt, that God has realy threatened eter- 
val deſtruction to the wicked. 

Secondly, it ſuppoſes that God may conſiſt· 
_ with Juſtice make them nally: miſen. 
able 

Thirdly, it ſuppoſds that it is uttertyl im- 
poſſible for us to know and prove, that he will 
1Gt puniſh them eternally, becauſe this cannot 
be known unleſs God has promiſed not to ful 


fil his threatenings, which is abſurd. 


Fourthly, it ſuppoſes that it is probable. 
he will 3 the wicked forever. Diy ine 
1 
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chreatenings muſt, at leaſt, imply that it is 
in ſome meaſure #robable, that God will ful- 


fil them, or elſe they unply nothing, have no 
meaning, and anſwer no end. And this pro- 


bability is greatly corroborated by the many 


inſtances, which the ſcripture_gives us, of 


God's fulfilling histhreatenings. He threaten- 
ned to deſtroy the old world, in the ſpace 


of an hundrd and twenty years. And accord» 
ingly at the time appointed he deſtroyed 
them. He threatened tojudge and deſtroy 
the Egyptians, after a period of four hundred 
years. And when the time of promiſe and 
threatenings came, he overthrew the Egyp- 
tians, and ſet the ſeed of Abraham free from 
the houſe of bondage. He threatened de- 
ſtruction to the Canaanites, and- he deſtroyed 
them accordingly. He threatened a ſeventy 


years captivity to his people Iſrael, and he 
fulfilled his threatenings. He threatened the 


total exciſion of the Jews, their city and tem- 
ple, and they were cut off at the time of pre- 
dicted. He threatened the ruin of the ſeven 
churches of Aſia; and his threatenings have 
long ſince been fulfilled. He threatened the 
utter extinction of Babylon and Nineveh, and 
his threatenings have had a moſt exact and 
punctual accompliſhnent.* "Theſe and ma- 
ny other inſtances which might be adduced, 

afford a ſtrong probability and preſumption 
that God will fulfil all his thieatenings ac- 


* Sce Nexton on the propbecies. 
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cording to their real nature and import. Nor 
does the caſe of Nineveh rightly underſtood 
ſuppoſe the contrary. Gods threatenings a- 


gainſt Nineveh were evidently conditional, 


agreeably that divine maxim in the 18th of 
Jeremiah. At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak 
concerning a nation lf that nation, againſt 


whom I have pronounced turn from their e- 


vil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to 
do unto them.” And Jonah and the king of 
Nineveh evidently underſtood the threaten- 
ing with this implied condition; or why did 
Jonah preach, or the Ninevites faſt ? Be- 
ſides, . 
_ Fifthly, this objection ſuppoſes that it is as 
certain, as it can be, that God will puniſh 
the wicked . eternally, Nothing can make 
this more certain than the divine threaten- 
ings, If God's threatenings do not fix the 
certainty of future and eternal. puniſhments 
heyond doubt, then if God really intends to 
puniſh the wicked to all eternity, he cannot 
make them certain of it in this life, for he 


can give them no higher evidence of it than 


his expreſs declarations and threatenings. So 
that if they will not believe this evidence, 
neither would they be perſuaded, though 
one roſe from the dead. Accordingly God 
aſſures us, that his threatenings are as much 
to be relied on as his promiſes, and that his 
truth and divinity are pledged in both. Thus 
his promiſes and threatenings are ſet upon a 
level in the 18th of Jeremiah. At what 


[68 ] 


inſtant J ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and 


concerning a kingdom, to pluck up and to 
pull down, and to deſtroy it ; if that nation, 
againſt whom I have pronounced turn from 
their evil, I will repent of the evil that I 


thought to do unto them. And at what in- 


ſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and 


concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant 
it; if it do evil in my ſight, that it obey not 
my voice; then I will repent of the good 
wherewith I ſaid I would benefit it.” Here 
God exhibits the ſame evidence of the truth 


and certainty. of his threatenings as of his 
promiſes. And in other places he ſets them 
both on the ſame immutable footing. ** If ye 


be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good 
of the land.“ Here is a promiſe. But if 


ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured 


with the ſword.” Here is a threatening. . 
And then both are confirmed, by the follow- 


ing emphatical afſeveration, ** for the mouth 


of the J. OR D hath ſpoken it.” And this 


mode of aſſeveration is often uſed with re- 
ſpect to the divine threatenings as well as 


promiſes. The threatenings againſt Tyre 


run in this ſolemn form: Therefore, thus 
ſaid the LORD GOD, Behold I am againſt 
thee, O Tyrus, and Iwill cauſe many nati- 
ons to come up againſt thee, as the fea cauſ- 
eth his waves to come up. And they ſhall 
deſtroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down 
her towers: I will alto ſcrape her duſt from 
her, and make her like the top of a rock ; it 
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ſhall be a place for the ſpreading of nets in the 
midſt of the ſea: For I have ſpoken it ſaith 
the Lord.” Ezek. xvii. 3, 4, 5. This 
threatening proved true, and was fully ac- 
compliſhed many ages ago.“ There is.ano- 
ther threatening againſt God's own people of 
the ſame tenor. ** Becauſe I have purged 
thee, and thou waſt not purged, thou ſhalt 
not be purged from thy filthineſs any more, 
till I have cauſed my fury to reſt upon thee, 
I the Lord have ſhoken it, it ſhall come to 
paſs, and I will do it.” Ezek. xiv. 13, 14. 
Thns it appears that God's threatenings have 
the ſame ground of certainty as his promiſes. 
'They are both founded on the infallible ve- 
racity, and abſolute immutability of Him 
who cannot lie. 3 

Another objection is this. If ſin and 
„ miſery be not totally aboliſhed, and all 
“ mankind finally ſaved, then Satan will 
„ triumph, and Chriſt will fail of accom- 
„ pliſhing one of his principal ends in the 
„ work of redemption, which is to bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head, and deſtroy the works 
{© of the devil.” | 

To this it may be replied, in the firſt 
place, that merely the aboliſhing of ſin and 
miſery will not deſtroy the works of the de- 


vil, and bruiſe the ſerpent's head. For ſap- 


poſing in any period of eternity, ſin and mi- 
ſery ſhould be perfectly aboliſhed, Satan 


* Sce Newton on the prophecies, 


1 


would ſtill have cauſe to triumph, that he 
had brought an indelible ſtain upon the divine 
character, and done an irreparable injury to 
his creatures, and ſo far fruſtrated the kind 
and benevolent purpoſes of the Deity in the I | 
work of creation. Unleſs, : 
_ Secondly, all the ſin and miſery which he | t 
had proved the means of introducing into God's « 
world, are turned againſt him, and made 
jnſtrumental of bri inging more glory to God, It 
and more happineſs to the univerſe than if c 
they had never exiſted. When this is done, 1 
Satan is effectually conquered, his head is 
bruiſed, and his works deſtroyed. But, tl 
4 b birdly, if the fin and miſery of ages, Nu 
can be made the means of bringing more glo- Iv 
ry to God, and more happineſs to the uni- Ne- 
verſe, than if they had never exiſted; then Iv 
the {in and miſery of the damned through all Ig. 
eternity, may prove the means of promoting Ib. 
the ſame ends forever. Therefore, in or- fir 
der effectually to deſtroy the works of the de- I ſe 
vil, and bruiſe the ſerpent's head, it may be Nec 
abſolutely neceſſary that Satan and multi- W1i! 
tudes of his followers ſhould be eternally mi- Iſu 
ſerable. Accordingly the ſcripture repre- Win 
ſents Chriſt as triumphing over Satan, by 
turning all his ſchemes and works againſt 
him, and finally caſting him and his adher- 
ents into the bottomleſs pit, under the wrath: 
of God, and the everlaſting contempt of the 
heavenly world. And thus Chriſt,is exalted, 
and his enemies are made his footſtool, 
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Having ſhown that there will be a general 
judgment—that there is an eſſential diſtincti- 
on between the righteous and the wicked— 
that agreeably to this diſtinction, they will 
be ſeparated at the laſt dav, and rewarded 
and punithed according to their works—that 
their reſpective rewards and puniſhments will 
endure forever—and that there are no /olid 
objections againſt theſe ſolemn and intereſting 
truths ; it only remains to conclude this diſ- 
courle with ſuch reflections as are naturally 
luggeſted by the ſubject. 

It is obvious to remark, in the firſt place, 
that every ſcheme of univerſul ſalvation is 
utterly deſtitute of any foundation in the 
word of God. The foregoing obſervations 
equally ſtrike at the root of this opinion, in 
whatever ſhape it appears, or on whatever 
ground it is built. Various ſchemes have 
been purſued to eſtabliſh the notion of the 
final reſtoration and happineſs of all lap- 
{ed beings. This notion perhaps was firſt 
conceived in the fertile brain of Origin, who, 
like other great and aſpiring minds, made 
ſuch groſs blunders in ſpeculation, as men of 
inferior ſize are in capable of committing. 
This opinion of his tranfpired with ſeveral 
others equally abſurd and romantic. He 
maintained—that the ſouls of men do pre- ex- 
iſt that through their fault and negligence 
they appear here inhabitants of the earth 
cloathed in terreſtrial bodies that the myſte- 
ry of the reſurrection is this, that we ſhall be 


1 


clothed with heavenly or ætherial bodies 
that after long periods of time the damned 
ſhall be delivered from their torments, and 
try their fortunes again in ſuch regions of the 
world as their natures fit them for and that 
the earth, after her conflagration, ſhall be- 
come habitable again, and be the manſions of 
men and other animals; and this in eternal 
viciſfiitudes.” * Such crude and undigeſted 
notions were propagated by Origin, which 
probably would have dropt into oblivion ages 
ago, had not the ame of their author carri- 
ed more weight with ſome, than the ſtrength 


| 

of his arguments. Out of this rubbiſh, hew- t 
ever, the Romiſh clergy formed the ablurdfſ | 
doctrine of Purgatory. And after them, }}| 2 
Chevalier Ramſay, Dr. Hartley and others, 
have built, on the ſame foundation, the P 
doctrine of the final reſtoration of all lapſedſ ” 
beings to the divine favour. C 
Others have founded their expectations off 

a: 


the final happineſs of the whole intelligent 
creation on the infinite goodneſs and mercy 
of the Supreme Being, They ſuppoſe tha 
the endle/s miſery of the creature cannot be 
reconciled with the nature of his crime, no 
the boundleſs love and benevolence of the 
Deity. This ſcheme hath been generally a 
dopted by deiſtical writers. 

And, of late, Mr. Relly hath deviſed ano 
ther method of arrivin g to the ſame concluſi 


N 
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on, and maintained, that al men will be ſav- 
ed by virtue,of chats union to Chriſt, which 
God conſtituted and eſtabliſhed frometernity, 
without any act or exercile of theirs; This 
is the laſt improvement upon the doctrine of 
uni verſal ſalvation; and is, of all others, the 
moſt abſurd and repugnant to the genius 9 
ſpirit of the goſpel. 

But the notion of univerſal ſalvation, in e- 
very form of it, is ſo abſurd, that it hath ne- 
ver met with general acceptance among thoſe + 
that have called themſelves Chriſtians. I hey 
have never adopted it as an article in any of 
their formulas, creeds, or confeſſions of faith. 
Even the Romiſh church have not embraced 
it. They do not imagine that every ſinner 
will have the benefit of purgatory, but ſup- 
poſe multitudes are ſo guilty as to be ſent di- 
rectly to hell, and ſhall there remain forever. 
Only a few individuals have believed and pro- 
pagated this doctrine in any age of the world, 
as Dr. Hartley frankly acknowledges. His 
words are theſe. * It is further to be ob- 


ſerved, that the* fear of death is. much in- 


creaſed by the exquiſiteneſs of the puniſh- 
ments threatenzd in a future ſtate, aud by 
the variety of the emblems, repreſentations, 


analogies, and evidences, of natural and re- 


vealed religion, whereby all the terrors of 

all other things are transferred upon thoſe 

puniſhments ; alſo by that peculiar circum- 
* Obſervations on Man, Vol. T. Page 467. 
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Kane of the ETERNITY of them, which 
ſeems to have been a general ti adition pre- 
vious to the appearance of chriſtianity, a- 
mongſt both Jews and Pagans, and which has 
been the doctrine of the chriſtian world ever 
ſince, ſome very few perſons excepted.” 
This general diſbelief of the doctrine of uni- 
verſal ſalvation bears a very dark aſpect upon 
'the truth of it. For had it been true, and 
plainly revealed in the ſacred oracles, it is 
ſtrange that the chriſtian world could never 
yet be brought to embrace it ; eſpecially ſince 


it is a doctrine ſo every way adapted to pleaſe 


and gratify all the natural deſires of the hu- 
man heart. The belief of it would not have 
"afforded half the evidence of its truth, as the 
diſbelief of it, for ſo many ages, affords of 
its falſchood. There has been every thing 
to lead mankind to embrace it, and nothing 
to reject it, had it been true. But on the o- 
ther hand, there has been every thing to lead 
mankind to reject, and nothing to embrace 
the doctrine of eternal puniſhments, had it 
been falſe. Therefore it is next to a miracle, 

that the chriſtian world ſhould, for ſo many 

ages, embrace the doctrine of eternal puniſh- 

ments, and reject that of univerſal ſalvation, 
had notthe doctrine of univerſal ſalvation been 
really falſe, and that of eternal puniſhments 
moſt evidently true. In no caſe, perhaps, the 
general yoice of the chriſtian world ought to 
have more weight than in this ; eſpecially 
ſince it ſo fully concurs with the general 


E 
voice of ſcripture. We have ſeen that all 
the doctrines, declarations, precepts, pra- 
miſes, and threatenings of the goſpel conſpire 
to condemn the notion of univerſal ſalvation. 
Indeed had the Bible been written on pur- 
poſe to refute it, we can hardly conceive. 
that it could have contained any thing more 
plain, full, and determinate againſt it. And 
Chevalier Ramſay acknowledges, that St. 
Jerom, St. Gregory, of Nyſſa, St. Auguſ-- 


tin, and St. Cyril, of Alexandria, attacked 


and confuted this opinion, as maintained 
by Origin, before the fifth general council 
held at Conſtantinople.” * In ſhort, there is 
every kind of evidence againſt it. It ſtands 

condemned by ſcripture, by reaſon, and by 
the general voice of mankind for more than a 
thouſand years paſt. 7 

Secondly, it appears from what hath been 
ſaid, that this ſentiment is not only falſe, but 
very dangerous. 

If there be an eſſential difference between 
ſaints and ſinners; if they ſhall be ſeparated 
from each other, at the laſt day, and eternal- 
ly rewarded and puniſhed according to their 
works, as we have endeavoured to ſhew in 
the preceding diſcourſe, then the notion of 
univerſal ſalvation, eſpecially as maintained 
by Mr. Relly and his followers, is funda- 
mentally wrong, and abſolutely fatal. Their 
doctrine teaches, that holineſs and piety are 
empty names ; that faith, love, repentance,. 

* Philoſophical Principles, 2 Vol. Page 245, & /ub finem., + 


„ 
humility, and ſubmiſſion, are no other than 
hypocriſy, pride, and idolatry ; that it is im- 
poſſible for a man to prevent his ſalvation by 


the moſt irreligious, abandoned, profligate 
life; that there is no eſſential difference be- 


tween the righteous and the wicked; that 


they ſhall not be ſeparated at the laſt day, 
but Cain, Pharaoh, Haman, Herod, Judas, 
Pilate, and all the reſt of the impenitent 
world, ſhall Gt down with Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob in the kingdom of glory, and no 
human foul be finally ſhut out. Such a doct- 
rine as this is replete with infinite miſchief. 
It ſtrikes at the root of all experimental reli- 

jon. It confounds all notions of virtue and 
vice. It deſtroys all diſtinction of charac- 
ters. It ſaps the foundation of morality. It 
takes of every reſtraint from vice. It opens 

the flood gates of iniquity. It renders even 
God and Chriſt, and the prophets and the a- 
poſtles, the miniſters of ſin. It ſpeaks peace 
to the wicked, to whom, ſaith God, there is 
no peace. It has indeed every ſignature of a 
damnable doctrine. Fhere are many errors, 
no doubt, in regard to the modes and forms, 
and ſome of the doctrines of religion, 
which, though they cannot abide the clear 
light of the laſt great day, will not exclude 
men from the favour of God, or the king- 
dom of heaven. But this is a hractical error 
of the firſt magnitude, which will eventually 
prove fatal in the day of deciſion, Our Lord 
hath ſo clearly deſcribed the proceſs of the 
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final judgment, that we may as certainly 
know Tow, that all unregenerate, unholy, 
impenitent, unclean, impure perſons ſhall 
then be condemned, as if we now ſtood be- 
fore that awful rribunal, and heard the laſt 
deciſive ſentence denounced againſt them, 
Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. 4 
Some ſeem reluctant to pronounce abſo- 
lutely upon the fatal tendency of this dog- 
trine, and chule only to ſay, if it be true, 
we are as ſafe as thoſe who embrace it, But 
we ought rather to ſay, if there be no future 
judgment, then we are all ſafe, but not o- 
therwiſe. Admit a future judgment, and 
there remains no room for doubt, whether 
God will make a difference between him that 
ſerveth him, and him that ſerveth him not; 
between him that ſweareth, and him that 
feareth an oath. Indeed the ſuppoſition that 
no diſtinction will be made between the 
righteous and the wicked at the laſt day, 
wholly ſuperſedes the neceſſity and even pro- 
priety of a general judgment. Why ſhould 
God appoint a day, in which to judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, if no perſons were to 
be judged, no characters to be examined, 
and no diſplays of retributive juſtice to be 
made! ** Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked ; for what a man ſoweth, that ſhall: 
he alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to the 
fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption: But: 
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he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpi- 
rit reap life everlaſting.” 

Did the human heart naturally prefer light 
to darkneſs, and truth to error, it would be 
ſufficient to diſcover the truth and expole the 
error, and leave every perſon to follow the 
cool dictates of his own underſtanding. But 
ſince the caſe is quite the reverſe, it becomes 
proper to addreſs the hearts and conſciences, 
the hopes and fears of men, and give divine 
truths all the advantages which they neceſſa- 


_ rily derive from the motives of eternity. 


Hence the apoſtles addreſſed mankind on the 
weighty concerns of the ſoul, with great ſo- 
lemnity, tenderneſs, and pathos. 
ing therefore the ferror of the Lord, we per- 
ſuade men.” * Now then we are ambaſſa- 
dors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech 
you by us; we pray you in Chriſt's ſteady be 
ye reconciled to God.” Supported and di- 
rected by ſuch examples as thele, there needs 
no apology for addreſſing thoſe who are par- 


ticularly concerned in this ſerious ſubject, 


and warning them againſt the fatal dangers 
to Which they are eminently expoſed. 

There are many, at this day, who are la- 
bouring to reaſon themſelves out of the be- 


lief of all truth, both human and divine; and 
boaſt of arriving to a certainty that all things 


are uncertain, But it may be queſtioned 
whether the human mind, which is formed 
to ſec and feel the force of truth, will per- 
mit any man to approach nearer to perfect 


„% Know- 
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— of reſiſting truth, however, ſome may 
have unſettled their minds reſpecting divine 
things, at leaſt; and become expoſed to em- 
brace error, if any thing, inſtead of truth, 

in matters of religion. And for this reaſon, 


they are very liabie to fall in with the delu- 
five {ſcheme of univerſal ſalvation, which 
| hath a tendency to diffuſe ſome glimmering 

rays of light in their dark and deſpairing 


minds. But let ſuch be entreated to awake 


from their reveries, and attend to the great 
realities with which they are ſurrounded and 


connected. Eternal rewards and puniſhments 
are ſubſtantial realities, whether they believe. 


them to be ſo or not. By ſhutting their eyes 
' againſt them, their danger is not in the leaft 


diminiſhed, but greatly enhanced. The pe- 


riod is haſtening when they muſt be tho- 


roughly awakened from their deluſive 


dreams. Ihe folemn ſcenes of the laſt day 
will draw the curtain aſide, and open upon 


their aſtoniſhed minds. the great realities 
which we have deſcribed. And theſe objects, 
which, at a diſtance, made Felix and Bel- 
ſhazzar tremble, will equally ſhock their 


guilty ſouls, whenever their preſence can 


no longer be reliited, A realizing ſenſe 
of guilt and folly, and the divine wrath, will 
make any human heart ſtoop, and fill it with 


unutterable anguiſh, horror, and deſpair. 


O! that they would therefore turn from 
ſuch gloomy proſpects, and attend to thoſe 


ſcepticiſin, than perfect knowledge. By an 
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laminous truths, which will pour a flood of 


light into their raviſhed minds, and give 
them that joy which is unſpeakable and full 
of glory. 

There is a larger number than theſe, per- 
haps, who are making ſwift and bold advan- 


ces in the cauſe of infidelity, and leave no 


metbods unemployed to diſcredit divine reve- 
lation, and ſubvert the foundations of chriſ- 
tianity. They need not tell the world their 
motives. Were they not convinged that the 
Bible contains the doctrine of eternal puniſh- 


ments, they would not wrack their inven- 


tions to ſind arguments to perſuade them- 


ſelves and others that the ſcriptures are a cun- 


ningly deviſed fable. Let this doctrine be e- 
raſed from the Bible, and every deiſt would 
become its votary, and exchange his Boling- 
broke, Voltaire, or Cheſterfield, for that ſa- 
cred volume. It is this doctrine alone that 
compels them to renounce a book, which 
bears ſo many ſignatures of divinity, and 
which 'they are compelled to acknowledge 
contains the moſt excellent inſtructions, in— 
ſtitutions, and commands. But ſo weak 71s 
their infide lity, we preſume they would re- 


joice to {ind the Bible on their fide, to con- 


firm their wavering hopes and ſeeble proſ- 
pects of future happineſs. And this is what 
the ſcheme of univerſal ſalvation propoſes. 
It flatters them the Bible is their friend, and 
announces eternal felicity to them and to all 


mankind. Accordingly numbers of a deiſti- 


1 
cal turn have become converts to this agreea- 
ble doctrine, and many others are eminently 
expoled to fall into the fatal ſnare, But this 
is flying from the iron weapon and ruſh— 
ing on the bow of ſtecl. For if any diſcard 
the Bible becauſe they imagine it does con- 
tain the doctrine of eternal puniſhments, or 
embrace it becauſe they think it does not, 
they will infallibly meet with diſappointment 
and ruin in the end. There is one way and 
but one, in which they may eſcape the 
wrath which is to come, and that 1s, by re- 
pentance towards God, and faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This js the only founda- 
tion of hope, that God hath provided and re- 
. vealed; nor can any other foundation be laid, 


which will not give way, when the winds 


blow, and the ſtorms of divine wrath beat 
upon the guilty ſoul, 


The ſons of pleaſure, who indulge in eve- 


ry ſinful gratification, find it exccedingly dif- 
ficult, in their ſerious intervals, to ſtiſle their 


natural apprehenſions of guilt and puniſh- 
ment, and therefore readily catch hold of a- 


ny thing which promiſes them impunity in 


the paths of vice. The doctrine of ſalvation 


for all men, without exception, or diſtincti- 
on of characters, perfectly gratifies their 
hearts, and coincides with their reigning 


views and purſuits. Accordingly, when this is 


propoſed to their belief, they will, if poſſible, 
yield their aſſent, and ſhake off thoſe- painful 
fears of the wrath to come, through which, 


[ 
they have all their life time been ſubject to 


bondage. But let them beware of this ſlen- 
der ſhelter. It will infallibly deceive and diſ- 


appoint them. The agreeableneſs of the 
doctrine is a ſtrong indication of its repug- 


nancy to the goſpel of Chriſt, which was ne- 
ver reliſhed by perſons of an immoral, pro- 


fligate character. When John preached, He- 
When Chriſt preached, 


rod was offended. 
the whole congregation was filled with 
wrath. And when Paul preached upon righ- 


 Teouſneſs, ternperance, and judgment to come,- 
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the looſe and abandoned Felix trembled. 


And it is the genuine tendency of the doc- 


trines of the goſpel to convince profligate 


ſinners that they are in the gall of bitterneſs. 
They may therefore 
be aſſured that the ſoothing doctrine of uni- 
verſal ſalvation is diametrically oppoſite to 


and bonds of iniquity. 


the truth as it is in Jeſus. Let them not then 


liſten to the pleaſing deluſion, and bleſs 
themſelves, ſaving, we ſhall eee 


though we walk in the imagination of or 
hearts, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt. 


For 
the Lord will not ſpare them, but his anger, 
and his jealouſy ſhall ſmoke againſt them, and 
all the curſes that are written in the book of 
God ſhall lie upon them forever. Rejoice, 
O young man, in thy youth, and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and- 
walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the 
light of thine eyes: But know thou, that for 
all theſe things God will bring thee into judg<. 
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ment.” © Be not deceived : Neither fornica- 


tors, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effe- 
minate, nor abuſers of themſelves with man- 
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk- 
acids, nor revilers, nor extortioners ſhall i in- 
herit the kingdom of God.” * 
There is another claſs of men whoſe caſe 
borders upon deſpair, and calls aloud for 
the prayers and compaſſion of every pious 
heart; I mean thoſe who have renounced 
their former faith, and built all their hopes 


for eternity upon the {lender foundation, that 


no man can poſſibly be loſt. My friends, are 
you certain that without love, without faith, 
without holineſs, you can ſee the Lord ? Are 


you certain, notwithſtanding all the divine 


threatenings, there is no wrath to come? Are 


ou certain, that men cannot be under ſtrong 


deluſions, to believe a lie, that they may be 
damned? Are you certain that you can ap- 
pear before the judgment {ſeat of Chriſt with 
ſafety * Are you certain that there is no 
meaning-in this ſaying of our compaſſionate 
Redeemer, ** What is a man profited, if he 
ſhould gain the whole world, and loſe his 


own ſoul? or what will a man give in ex- 


change for his ſoul! '” Ina word, are you cer- 
tain, it is abſolutely impoſſible, chat your pre- 
cious and immortal ſouls ſhnuld be loſt fore- 
ver? If not, what an amazing riſk do you run, 


to ſuſpend all your eternal intereſts upon a ſin- 
gle point of mere ſpeculation, which ſtands 


condemned by the concurrent voice of reaſon, 


E 

of conſcience, of ſcripture, and of the chriſti- 
an'world! But (to ule nearly the words of an 
eminently great and pious divine) if you are 
determined to enquire no farther into the 
matter now, give me leave, at leaſt, from a 
ſincere concern, that you may not heap upon 
your heads more agravated ruin, to intreat 
you, that you would be cautious how you 
expole yourſelves to yet greater danger, by | 
what you muſt yourſelves own to be unne- 
ceſſary, I mean, Attempts to prevent others 
From believing the truths of the goſpel. | « 
Leave them, for God's ſake, and for your | « 
own, in poſſeſſion of thoſe pleaſures, and |} «: 
thoſe hopes, which nothing but the truth, as «« 
it is in Jeſus, can give them; and act not as || « 
if you were ſolicitous to add to the guilt of I cc 
an infidel, the tenfold damnation, which they 
who have been the perverters and deſtroyers || «« 
of the ſouls of others, muſt expect to meet, Ji 
if thoſe divine threatenings which they have 
ſo adventurouſly oppoſed ſhould prove, as 
they certainly will, the moſt ſerious, and to 
them, the molt dreadful truths. If I cannot 
prevail here, but the pride of diſplaying a 
ſuperiority of underſtanding ſhould bear on 
ſuch readers, even in oppoſition to their 
own favourite maxims of the innocence of 
error, and the equality of all religions con pro 
ſiſtent with ſocial virtue, to do their utmoſt | hen 
to trample down the truths of the golpel ] and 
with contempt ; I would however diſmiſs acti 
them with one propoſal, which I think the ſg 
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importance of the affair may fully juſtify. If 
you have done with your examination into 


the promiſes and threatenings of the goſpel, 
and each of you determine to live and con- 
duct himſelf as if tliey were aſſuredly falſe, 


fit down then, and make a memorandum of 


that determination. On ſuch a day of ſuch 
«© a year, I deliberately reſolved, that I 


„ would live and die rejecting all- experi- 


©* mental religion. This day 1 determined, 


«© not only to renounce all vital piety, but 


« alſo to make it a ſerious part of the buſi- 
* neſs of my life, to deſtroy, as far as I poſ- 
5 ſibly can, all regard to it in the minds of 


% others ; in calm, ſteady, defiance of that” 
day, when the followers of Chriſt ſay, he 


** ſhall appear in ſo much majeſty and terror 


*© to execute the vengeance threatened to his 


* enemies.” Dare you write this, and ſign 
it ? I firmly believe that many a man, who 
would be thought an Uni verſaliſt, and en- 
deavours to increaſe the number, would not 
And if you in particular dare not do 
it, whence does that ſmall remainder of cau- 
tion ariſe? The cauſe is plain. There is 
in your conſcience ſome ſecret apprehen- 
ſion, that theſe oppoſed, theſe rejected, theſe 
derided truths of the goſpel may, after all, 

prove true. And if there be ſuch an appre- 
henſion, then let conſcience do its office, 
and convince you of the impious madneſs of 
acting as if they were moſt certainly and de- 
monſtrably falſe. Let &., tell you at large, 


* 
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how poſſible it is that ah ou may he POR 
Jighting againſt. God: That, bold as you are, 
in defying the terrors of the Lord, you, may. 
gallbiy fall into his hands; may chance to. 
hear that deſpiſed ſentence, which when, 
vou hear it from the mouth of the eternal 
Judge, you will not be able to deſpiſe; I; 
will 2 it again, in ſpite of all your ſcorn, 
| ay hear the King ſay, to you, Depart 
— 2 into everlaſting fire, prepared __ 
the devil and is angels. 
If any thing farther. needs to be added, it 
is by way of direction, how to ſhun the 8 
ful influence of theſe dangerous, opinions, 
which. it.is.the buſineſs: of ſome, at this day, 
to propagate: with great apparent. zeal. 
And here the firſt thing that occurs is, to 
ſearch the ſcriptures, which are the infallible 
ſtandard of truth and error, We ſhould car- 
ry every doctrine, which offers itſelf to our 
belief, «to. the. law and: to the. teſtimo- 
ny,” and. abide that divine deciſion., The 
rule is perfect. The only, danger lies in the 
miſapplication, which indeed is too often the 
caſc. No corrupt principle of a religious na- 
ture, hath ever failed to preſs the Bible into 
its. ſervice, and claim the ſanction of divine 
authority. But thougb ſome disjointed ſen- 
tences in the word of God, may ſeem to 
countenance the moſt abſurd and licentious 
opinions, and. their votaries may fly to this 
divine ſanctuary for protection; yet the 
ſered oracles taken;in; their general connec 
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tlon, fully reprobate every falſe ſeheme of. 


ligion, that ever has been, or can be deviſed. 
They draw ſuch a character of the Supreme 


Being, af jeſus Chriſt, of the Divine Spirit, 


3 — heart, and of the genuine: na- 
ture and effects. of pure and undefiled religion, 
that the dect ines according to godliueſs, may 

be elearly diſtinguiſhed from all their counter. 
feits. The ſeriptures in general have la plain, 
determinate, conſiſtent meaning, which ma 
be clearly underſtood. Therefore no two op- 
poſite doctrines of religion ean both be agree 
able to the word of God; but one or this 
other muſt neeeſſarily ſtand condemned by i. 


Hence, for inſtance, if the doctrine of cter 
nal puniſſiments be realy agresuble to the Bi- 


ble, as we have endeavoured to ſhow, then 


the doctrine of univerſal {ſalvation is entirely 


contrury to it, and not onetext that ean be 
found, dees, im its true fenſe, 
degree of evidence in Its favour. This being 
the caſe, there is all encouragement to ſearch. 
'the ſoriptures, to ſee which of theſe two dia- 
metrically oppoſite doctrines is true. It 


would be ſtrange indeed if this could not be 
determined by'every honeſt enquirer. If any 


are in doubt therefore, we would entreat 


them to take heedito this ſure word of pro- 


Phiecy, Which is able to make ms wiſe unto. 
falvation. | 

In the next place, there is eantion tobe u- 
Ted againſt the ſeduction of thoſe who propa- 
gate corrupt und dangerous 2 Be 


give the leaſt 
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not deceived by their pretentions to ſuperior 
penetration and knowledge. Men of the 
ſtrongeſt minds and moſt extenſive litera- 


ture have often committed the groſſeſt blun- 


ders in their religious ſpeculations, and then 
employed all their learning and abilities to 
maintain and propagate them. Some of the 
enemies of divine revelation, and of the pecu- 
liar doctrines of the goſpel, have diſplayed 
ſhining talents and a profuſion of learning, in 
pleading the cauſe of error, and attempting 
to ſhake the pillars of our holy religion. 
And many of their admirers ſeem to have 
been dazzled and allured into their ſnares by 
an implicit faith in their great abilities. But 
this betrays weakneſs. Great men are not 
always wile: They are liable to err; and 
therefore we ſhould examine their opinions 
as well as thoſe of other men, and- admit 
them only upan the foot of real evidence. 
Nor are we to be biaſſed in favour of 
men's licentious principles, on account of 
their amiable moral characters. It is a juſt 
obſervation of Dr. Brown, that men of ſtrict 
morality have often diſſeminated the moſt li- 
centious and pernicious doctrines. It is well 
known, that Epicurus, the father of doctrinal 
licentiouſneſs, never lived up to his principles, 
but maintained a regular and exemplary life. 
Spinoſa, the father of ſpeculative "Atheiſm, 


was a man of ſobriety and apparent devotion, 
Lord Herbert, who was, if not the father yet 
the principle advocate for Dei/m in the laſt 
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century, appears to have had a ſerious mind, 
and a conſcientious regard to duty. And 
we know that ſome of the advocates for uni- 
verſal ſalvation, are men of amiable natural 
diſpoſitions, and fair moral characters. But 
ought we hence to entertain a more favour- 
able regard for atheiſm, deiſm, or any other 
licentious doctrines. - By no means. Thoſe 
principles are ſtill to be ſhunned at the peril 
of our ſouls 
Nor again, are we to believe the propaga- 
tors of error, though they throw out the 
moſt pompous and ſolemn aſſeverations of 
their ſincerity, impartiality, and uncommon 
intercourſe with the Deity, and concern for 
his glory. Tho' we ſcruple not their ſince- 
| rity, we ſcruple the propriety of throwing 
| out the profeſſion of it, which can have no 
tendeney to.enlighten, but only prejudice the. 
minds of the credulous. This, which we. 
venture to call an artifice, is often employs 
ed by the advocates for univerſal ſalvation. 
Mr. White, in his treatiſe on the univerſal . 
reſtoration, of all ſinful creatures to. the di- 
vinie favour, * makes the moſt ſolemn aſſeve- - 
rations of his ſincerity and ſacred regard fon 
the divine glory, His expreſſions are theſe, 
„And here I do in the fear of God moſt 
© humbly proſtrate myſelf before his divine 
„ majeſty, and in the deepeſt ſenſe. of my 
© own darkneſs and diſtance from him, do 
98 n all my mighr ny + of 1 infinite 
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«© goodneſs 1 am endeayouting to repreſent 
«© to others, that if ſomething 
„form and proſpect of things, be not agreea-' 


er ble to that revealed and natural ligut he 
_ *t hath given te us, that my underſtanding 


*© may be interrupted and my deſigu fall, and 
ee that the Lord would pardon my attempt: 
& and I know he will do (6, for he hath giv- 
en me to have no further concern for this: 
matter, than as I apprehend it to be a moſt 
*© glorious truth, witneſſed” to, both by the 
< ſcriptures of truth and by the moſt efſertis 
al principles of our own reaſon, and which 
« will be found at the laſt opening of the e- 
« verlaſting goſpel; to recover in that open- 
„ing à degenerate world.“ Mr. Relly holds 
out the ſame lure to his readers, to place 
an implicit faith in the reCtitude of his views, 
-and the divitity of his doctrines. In a pre- 
fate to one Wiume of his writinps, he aſſures 

his readers that his diſevurſes were delivered 
extempore, without any previous ſtudy or 
forethought, and flowed from his lips as they 
| were dictated by the divine ſpirit. ' For, ſays 

de, I followed that divine direction given ts 
the apoſtles, Take no thought beforehand 
whit ye ſhall (peak, neither do ye premedi- 
tate: for it is not ye that ſpeak, but the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt.” How preſumptuous is it for any 
man, at this day, do pretend to imitate the 
apoſtles in this reſpect! and eſpecially fot 
Mr. Relly, who in his writings every where 
ridicules all experimental religion, inward 
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piety, holy affoQlons, and chriſtian graces 
and tempers! 

Error often employs artifices as truth hei- 
ther needs nof approves. They ſometimes, 
however, prove ' ſucceſsful, and deceive the 
inattentive and unguarded. Thoſe who uſe. 
them therefore are dangerous perſons, and 
their corrupting influence is ſtudiouſly to be 
avoided. Their doctrines are fatal if imbibed ; 
and even when they are not fully dated, | 
they tend to hayden the heart, and Rupify the 
conſcience. The bare thought that ſome 
maintain that all will be ſaved, begets a ſe- 
cret hope that poſſibly it may be true, and 
that there is not ſo much danger in inpeni- 


tence and unbelief as many have long imagin- 


ed, and pretended. Therefore to hear the 
univer/aliſts preach, or read their writings, 

merely to know what they can ſay in defence 
of their errors, is like Eve's liſtening to the 
reaſoning of the ſerpent, and may, in the 
event, prove equally fatal. Accordingly the 
ſeripture charaReriſes falſe teachers, and 
warns you to avoid them. The apoſtle Paul, 
who was troubled with the perverters of 
the goſpel, treats them with great plainneſs 
and ſeverity. But though we, or an angel 

from heaven, preach any other golpel unto 

you, than that which we have preached un- 
to you, let him be accurſed, As we ſaid be- 
fore, ſo fay I now again, if any man preach 
any, other goſpel unto you than that ye have 
* let him be accurſed.“ The apo- 
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le John directs man to have no intimate 
connection with falſe teachers. If any 
come unto you, and bring not this doctrine, 
that is the doctrine of Chriſt mentioned in the 
preceding verſe, receive him not into your 
houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed. For he that 
biddeth him God ſpeed, is partaker of his e- 
vil deeds.” And Solomon gives a ſimilar, cau- 
tion and direction. Ceaſe my ſon to hear 
the inſtruction that cauſeth to err. Thus 
you have not only the voice of reaſon, but 
the voice of God, to warn you to ſhun the 
preſence and influence of thoſe that lie in 
wait to deceive. 

The laſt direction is, — repent 1 „ ee th 
the goſpel. This will place you beyond:the I ar 
reach of all fatal errors. When your hearts. G. 
are eſtabliſhed with grace, you will no long- th 
er be liable to be carried about with diverſe Be 
and ſtrange doctrines. When you yield cor- no 
dial obedieace to the divine will, there is a || arc 
promiſe that ſhall you know of een da 
whether they be of God. When you embrace evi 
the goſpel with the. heart, it will be out of || tw 
the power of Satan or any of his inſtruments. || Yo 
to deceive you. When you ſincerely love; in: 
God, all things ſhall work together for your || ati, 
good, and prepare you more and more for ] pin 
the great, and glorious, and ſolemn ſcenes, nit) 

which death, judgement, and eternity will | life 
ſoon open to your view. But ſo long as you | ſpec 
remain in a ſtate of impenitence and unbelief, I mer 
you are in imminent danger of making ſhip» the 
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wreck not only of your faith, but of your 

precious and immortal ſouls. "Though you 
ſhould eſcape every fatal error, and in ſpecu- 
lation, clearly underſtand every doctrine of 
the goſpel, yet if you hold even the truth. 
in uurighteouſneſs, you will certainly periſh. 
An orthodox creed and a fair external ap- 
pearance have no avail, in point of divine 
acceptance, without a broken and contrite 
heart, and an unfeigned love of the truth. 
For with the heart man believeth unto righ- 
teouſneſs: And without holineſs no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord. Therefore let the wicked for- 
ſake his way, and the unrighiteous man his 
thoughts: And let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy on bim; and to our 
God for he will abundantly pardon. Nor is 
there the leaſt excuſe for a moment's delay. 
Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of ſalvation. Life and death 
are now ſet before you. This is the only 
day of grace and ſpace of repentance you will 
ever enjoy. You are now placed between 
two vaſt eternities of happineſs and woe. 
You are therefore of all the creatures of God 
in the molt critical, ſerious, and ſolemn ſit u- 
ation. Your life, or your death, your hap- 
pineſs, or your miſery, for a boundleſs eter- 
nity, is ſuſpended on the ſlender thread of 
life. And death is advancing with rapid 
{peed to ſeal up your account for the judg- 
ment of the great day; when in the view of 
the aſſembled univerſe, you muſt hear yaur 
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doom, and either riſe with the:righteous'ts 
manſions of eternal bliſs, or ſink with the 
wicked down to'regions:of eternal darkneſs, 
horror-and deſpair | Be intreated then, O ſin- 
ner, to agree with [thine adverſary quickly, 
while thou art in the way with him, leſt he 
deliver thee to the Judge, and the Judge de- 
liver thee to the officer, and thou bei caſt in- 
to priſon. Verily thou ſhalt by no means 
come out ens, . thou haſt pon the ur- 
termoſt 'farthing. ! !! 
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